Family unhappyatverdicton
woman’s death at Gosporthospital

THE family of a pensioner who died in hospital have criticiseda
coroner's verdict at the inquestinto her death.

Gladys Richards of Lee-on-the-Selent died in Gosport VWar Memerial
Hospital (GWNMH) on August21, 1988, after being taken there to recover
from a hip operation at the Royal Hospital, Haslar.

Soliciters acting on her daughter Gillian Mackenzi chalfhad asked
corener David Horsley to return a verdict of unlawr ful kiling based on the
alleged gross negligence ofthe staff at GWIMH, who had Mrs Richards
under their care at the time.

Mr= Mackenzie claimed that the decizion to =witch to palliative care, which

she says was unnecessary, hastened her mother's death. Mrs Richards

was "u’tcn a machine to :=dian1cr hine, and her family =
i R = - i KINGS
wag imminent. THEATRE

At the end ofthe sight-day inquest, Mr Horsley, coroner for Portsmouth
and South East Hampshire recerded a narrative verdict

He =aid: ‘Mrs Richards’ death was dueto brenchopneumeonia.

Mr Horeley said factors contributing ‘more than i
brenchopneumonia w 4

nificantly’ to her death due to

n Accidental falls which she sustained at Glen Heathers Nursing Home in Lee-on-the-Solenton the

L
28th July, 1988 and at Gosport YWar Memerial Hospital on August 13, 188

n Procedures undertaken at Haslar Hospital Gospertte treat the injuries uffered as a resultof

those falis.
n Her immebility subsequent to these procedures.

n Medication administered te her at GospertVWar Memorial Hospital for the contrelof her pain and
agitation

n Her old age, frailty and end-stage dementia
Mrs Mackenzie, 78, said: 1 find it extracrdinary that my mother was inthe end stages of dementia.

WWhen she came around fromthe initial operation at Haslar, my sist tanding atthe end ofthe
bed saying: “Open your eyes mother,” and | was sitting by her side stroking her hand.

My sister asked if she knew who I was, she said “0f course | do, it's GilF.
If you are in the end stages of dementia, you don't know who anyoneis.

Mrs Richards’ other daughter, Lesley 0'Brien, who was also atthe inquest, =aid: ‘I's a disappointing
verdict We know fromthe facts that the drugs induced a coma and therefore, in the family
opinion, her death was induced

The inquest had been due to finish today, but concluded a day early.

Health chiefs will review verdict and take action

RESPONSBILTY for Gosport VWar Memorial Hospital now lies with the Fareham and Gosport
Clinical Commiggioning Group.

Afterthe inquest, Julia Barton, chiefquality control officer ofthe F&G CCG offered sympathies on
behalf ofthe NHS to Gladys Richards’ family.

Ms Barton said they would take ‘any necessary action, following a review ofthe verdict, but said
that Iots had changed at the hospital sincethe late 1990s.

She added that a 2002 investigation found ‘adequate policies and guidelines in place governing the
prescription and adminizgtration of pain-relieving medicines

Daughters' fight for truth has taken 15 years

THE death of Gladys Richards at the GosportWar Memorial Hospitalin 1388 ha
wear campaign forjustice

Following her death, daughter Gilian Mackenzie approached police with concerns over her motl

care.

She died under the care of Dr Jane Barton, who was linksd to a string of other deathz atthe
hozpital

This prompted an investigation by Hampshire Constabulary.

er relentk

= campaigning, the then Home Secretary Jack Straw granted an inquest

In April 2008, an ingues
Dr Barten.

as held in Portsmouth into the deaths of five patients under the care of

A jury ruled drugs prescribed by the GP contributed to the deathz of Elsie Devine, 88, Elsie
Lavender, 83, Robert Wilzon, 74, Brian Cunningham, 79, and Geoffrey Packman, 68

Following the inquest, the General Wedical Council (GMC) held a hearing into Dr Barton's fitn
practize.

She was found guilty of muttiple instances of sericus prof
patientz who died at the hospital, but was not struck off.

=ional mizconduct relating to 12

Dr Barten decided to retire from Ferton Medical Centre in Gosport in early 2010 and a year later
applied to GMC to have her name removed fromthe reg
GP in the UK.

gister, =0 she could no longer practiseaza
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