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Home ~ More from R~jional ~ 

It follows the death of a pensioner in 1998 

An inquest into the death of a pensioner who died at the GosportWar 
Memorial Hospital nearly 15 years ago has criticised the medication she was 
given. 

Cladys Richards was treated there a~er a £ell and later died after she was 
given painkillers. 

Po~smouth Coroner David Horsley deliverd a narrative verdi~ thaL said the 
diamorphine the 95 year old was given contributed "more than insignificantly" 
to her death. 

Hampshire police previously conduced a criminal inve~igation into the deaths of g2 elderly patients at the hospital but no 
prosecutions were brought. 

The ~even-day inque~ heard that Dr ~ane Ba~on, who has previously been found guilbl by the ~eneral Medical Council (~NC) of 
professional miscondu~ at GWNH, had prescribed levels of diamorphine for the nursing ~affto admini~er in case Mrs Richards’ 
condition deteriorated. 

The Coroner for Po~smouth and South Ea~ Hampshire, ruled [hat the cause of death was bronchopneumonia. 

He added: ’~a~rs contr~but~9 m~re than ms~gm~can@ t~ her de~th due to bronch~pneum~m~ ~,ere: 

’~cc/dent~/ f~/Is which she ~a;ned ~t ~/en Heathers NursJn9 Heine ~h Lee-~n-the-~/ent on the 29th 2u/y, 1998 ~nd 

Memon~l Hospital on A ugu~ I~ Z998, 

’~r~cedure~ under,ken ~t H~s/~r H~sp/t~/. ~o~p~ to tre~t the ~h~ur/es she .~u~ered ~s a resu/t of tho~e 

’~er ;mm~b;7i~ subsequent to those procedure~ 

"Medication ~dmin/~ored to her at Go~po~ War Memorial Hospital for the control o~hor pain and agitation, 

’~er o/d age, #a~ ~nd end-~age demend& ’" 
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