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GOSPORT: Treatment given ‘to relieve pain, not to hasten death’

War Memorial Hospital in 1998.

patient was dying’

A m OR has told an

Dr Jane Barton was in charge of the
| care of Gladys Richards, who died at
| Gosport War Memonal Hospital
(GWMH) in August 1998.

She told an inquest how she could tell
that the 91-year-old’s body “had started
me up” in the days leading up to her

When asked by a coroner to explain
how she could tell, the doctor said: “It
is a sort of haunted, harrowed expres-
n sion - body language, smell, every-
i Eyuig‘;; ”She was not just frail, she was

| B previously reported, the pension-
| er, from Lee-on-the-Solent was origi-
‘nally sent to the hospital to recover
“from a hip operation.
| She suffered a fall at GWMH and after
| treatment at Haslar Hospital, she

§ returned and was given the painkiller

l diamorphine through a syringe driver.
< S&gediqﬁda;rglawr,onAuguetm.

| - ~ :
EVIDENCE: Dr Jane Barton was in charge of the care of Gladys Richards, inset below, when she died at Gosport

Doctor ‘could tell

M By Julian Robinson
Julian. roblnson@dallyecho.co. ik

Earlier in the inquest, Mrs Richards’
family accused the hospital of “con-
demning” Mrs Richards to death.

But yesterday, Dr Barton said that the
treatment she authorised was
intended to relieve pain rather
than to hasten her death.

She said that the addi-
tional surgery and trans-
ferral between hospitals
may have been factors in
reducing her chances of
survival.

When being questioned
by Lesley O'Brien, the
daughter of Mrs Richards,
Dr Barton said: “Whether or
not she would survive, she still
needed proper palliative care to
relieve her symptoms.

“It was unlikely that having started
on palliative care she would survive,
but I did not hasten her death.”

Dr Barton told Portsmouth Coroner’s
Court how it would have been “inhu-

said:
‘quilnﬂinklowaslth
and people
work really hard and
deserve a good
wage.”

mane” to take Mrs Richards off
diamorphine to see if her condition had
improved

A previous inquest, specially autho-
rised by then Justice Secretary Jack
Straw, was held in 2009, into the deaths
of ten patients at the same hospital, all

in the late 1990s.

Jurors found that medica-
tion contributed to the
\ deal of five of the
patients and that three
of  these were given
“unsuitable medica-
tion”.

The General Medical
Council has also ruled
that Dr Barton, who has
since retired, was guilty
of multiple instances of
professional ~ misconduct
relating to 12 patients who died

at the hospital.

Hampshire Police carried out a crimi-
nal investigation into the deaths of 92
elderly patients at GWMH but no pros-
ecutions were brought.

The ﬁuest continues tomorrow.
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