


PCO0O002056-0002

Blake Lapthorn 12/03/2013 15:42:57 PAGE 2/002 Blake Lapthorn
’El Blake
Coroner New Kings Court, Totlgate, Chandler's Ford
Room T20 Eastieigh, Hampshire 5053 3LG
The Guildhall DX: 155850 Eastleigh 7
The Guildhali Square
Portsmouth bbt:
Hampshire riCode A
PO1 2AJ

E:
www.btiaw.co.uk

Also by fax:i Code A | ouwrret  558203/000001/JCW/RICHARD/S2D

Your Ref:
-

12 March 2
Dear}é (j‘o./l/\-

Our Client: Mrs Gladys Mabel Richards (Deceased) - Inquest

We write further to our letter expressing concerns about the discrepancy of the medical record entry headed in
the top left hand comer “14.08.98". There appears to be two versions:-

e Mrs O'Brien's copy care of Hampshire Constabulary, Police exhibit AF/1/3/23; or

s Coroner's bundle, numbered page 30.

In our discussion with the Coroner he indicated that he did not consider it was necessary to examine the
medical records in that degree of fine detail. The Coroner emphasised that the real issue in the inquest was
whether the treatment Mrs Richards' received caused or contributed to her death.

Whilst we do of course appreciate that fundamental point, our concern is that the entries dated 17.08.98,
18.08.98, 21.08.98 and 21.08.98 (by the nurse) are highly relevant in relation to the justification for the
treatment and also the analysis of the likely outcome in any event.

Our concern is that Dr Barton made those entries after the late Mrs Richards’ death and they gave her the
opportunity to make record entries that would justify her actions, minimise the consequences and knowing that
the police were investigating.

In these circumstances, therefore, we request the Coroner's permission to put the two versions of the medical
record to Dr Barton and to seek an explanation from her, because of the importance of the accuracy and
veracity of those entries in addressing the fundamental issues in the inquest hearing.

Please can the Coroner give consideration to this further request and we look forward to hearing from you.
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Please see attached
Mrs Gladys Richards (Deceased)
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