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I am retired and live at the address stated overleaf. I have been asked, by DC i Code A i 
about my knowledge of Elsie DEVINE Nz,)o.                            ’ .................. -" 

Elsie was my mother in law as I married her son Harry i,~90s, Harry’s given name was 
Henry but he was always known as Harry. As well as Harry, Elsie had two other 
children, a daughter named Ann r~z03 and another son named Gerald N~z~7. Harry and I 
had two children, Tracy N~z.,9 and Stephen 

I always got on well with Elsie, we shared some happy times together, however in 1975 
Harry and I separated, leading to divorce in 1976. As a consequence I lost touch with 
Elsie to a degree, we did not start seeing each other again on a regular basis until 1995 
when Tracy got married. Following Tracy’s marriage my relationship with Elsie and also 
with Harry grew stronger again. By this time Elsie who was now widowed, was living in 
Ann’s house in Titchfield. I was a regular visitor, mostly in company with Tracy. 

In September of 1999 Ann and her family went on holiday abroad, at this time things 
were difficult for Ann as her husband David s97~ had been diagnosed with Leukaemia. 
The holiday was taken because of David’s illness. Ann asked me if I would look after 
Elsie while she was away, of course I was quite happy to do so. I visited Elsie every day 
for the week Ann was on holiday, I cooked her dinners, made sure that she was getting on 
whilst on her own. She was fairly mobile, she was able to keep the house clean, do small 
amounts of washing, looked after her Yorkshire Terrier, that sort of thing. She was on 
various pills and Ann had sorted them out, having placed them in a pill organiser. I 
checked everyday to ensure that Elsie was taking them I didn’t need to worry as she was 
getting on fine with them. She was perfectly alert, she was as mobile as she normally 
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was, she walked in short slow steps, we would sit and chat, we would reminisce about the 
told times. 

Following Ann’s return home I did not see Elsie again until she was in the Gosport War 
Memorial Hospital c31. My daughter Tracy phoned me to tell me that Elsie had been 

admitted into the Queen Alexandra Hospital ~.194, this was either October or November 
1999. My understanding was that Elsie had a urinary infection, I further understood that 
after the infection had cleared she would be allowed home, unfortunately Ann was in 
London as David was in hospital himself. It was a very difficult time for Ann as she had 
her husband and her mother both in hospital at the same time. I always believed that 
because there was nobody at home to look after Elsie she was transferred to Gosport War 
Memorial Hospital just until Ann returned home. I visited Elsie several times at Gosport, 
I never saw her in her room, she was always in a communal room sat in a chair. I visited 
with Tracy once, my husband once and 3-4 times on my own. I visited during the day 
time. Whenever I saw Elsie she always seemed fine, she appeared to be no different than 
when she was at home, she always recognised me, always talked, never seemed to be in 
any pain or distress, to me she seemed quite normal. On each visit she always told me 
that she wanted to go home, I took this as a good sign, that she was feeling fit and well, I 
would normally reply that "Ann was not home yet" or something like that. I was not 
aware of any medication she was taking, in fact I didn’t think she was taking any at all. I 
was not aware of any medical reason which would prevent her from going home, as far as 
I was aware it was purely the fact that Anne was not home at the time to look after her. 

I last visited Elsie on Thursday 18th November 19999 (18/11/1999). As I arrived at the 

hospital two nurses were just finishing washing her hair, they brought her into the 
communal room, I remember that her hair was still wet. I told the nurses that I would dry 
Elsie’s hair, her hair was very fine so it did not take too long to dry. We then had a good 
chat as we normally did. I asked the nurses if I could take Elsie into an adjacent room 
where they served tea, however they said she was not allowed, I couldn’t understand why 
they should say no. I ended up getting the tea myself and bringing it back to the room for 
the two of us. The tea was hot so I put it onto a small table until it had cooled down, 
Elsie had no trouble drinking it on her own. We talked about the old times and especially 
past Christmases, Elsie often used to spend Christmas at our house when Harry and I 
were together. I kissed her goodbye and was fully expecting to see her during the course 
of the next week, I knew that she would have enough visitors over the next few days as 
Harry usually went in the evening and Tracy was intending to go over the weekend. Also 
during this visit I had taken in Elsie’s pension book as that weeks pension needed to be 
withdrawn, Elsie signed the part that authorised to do so as her agent, as I say she was 
perfectly coherent and normal in her manner and behaviour. I would have arrived at the 
hospital between 2.15pm (1415) and 2.30pm (1430), I remember that I had to get to 
Fareham Post Office with the pension book before it closed so I only stayed for about 1V2 
hours. 

The next day, Friday 19th November 1999 (19/11/1999), Tracy phoned to tell me that 

Harry had phoned her to say that Elsie was dying and that she should visit her as soon as 
possible. I was shocked, I had only seen her the day before and she seemed fine to me, I 
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certainly was not prepared to hear such news. On Sunday Harry phoned to tell me that 
Elsie had died that day. I just could not believe it. 

I have since learnt from Ann that Elsie had been given Diamorphine C64, this has 
surprised me as I was not aware that she had been in any great pain or discomfort, 
especially during my last visit. 

I have been aware, via the local press and media coverage, of the police investigation into 
the Gosport War Memorial Hospital. 

Signed: S BRIGGS Signature witnessed by: 


