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Amoug the dead

Clockwise from top:

Elsie Devine, Betty

Rogers, Stanley Carby,

Alice Wilkie, Gladys

Richards and (centre)
# Robert Wilson

The betrayed

Injust three years, 92 elderly patients died of suspected
drugs overdoses administered at a Hampshire hospital.
Inquests on 10 of them finally open this week, a decade

after the last fatality. So, were they victims of
coincidence, negligence ... or something more

AN i0S INVESTIGATION: PAGES 8-9
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THE INDEPENDENT ON SINDAY
15'MARCH 2009

.amine the suspicious
deaths of 10 elderly pa-
tients who died unexpect-
edly after being given high doses of

powerful pai
at a hospital in Hampshire.

The hearing, granted last year by
the Justice Secretary Jack Straw, de-
spite the fact that seven of the people
concerned bave already been cremat-
ed, highlights nearly 100 other cascs
at Gosport War Memorial Hospital
which may be related.

#Relatives of at least 92 patients in-* |
“olved in the case have fought for the .

,ast10 years to have the matter inves-
figated thoxoughly. They believe the
deaths have never been properly ex-
plained and want those involved to

Be held toaccount. They wanttoknow

Whether their relatives died asare-
" gult of accidents; incompetence or
What some feéar might be something
thore sinister. They believe that there
Yyas a cultire of treating patients with

palliative care - as though they were -

dying~ ralbier than rehabilitating them.

Ty pbist Sut tiaf this week's jury
hearing at Portsmiétith-Combined
Gourt comes seven years ‘after a
damning report by the NHS watch-
dog which identified systemic fail-
ifigs in medication prescribing., .’

. The Government has so far rcjécte'd ‘

telatives’ calls for a public inquiry into
_ the deaths, despite stinging criticisms
dbont the'way they were handled by

the police and the General Medical -

“#ouncil (GMC). Three police inves-
JAgationshave failed to shed lighton

- ighy thie patients died. The GMC, in

garticular, has beenlambasted by the
relatives for its failurc to act prompt-
Jy'and decisively.

% Wednesday’s inquest will cxamine

the deaths of Leslie Pittock, 83; Elsie -

Eavender, 84; HelenaService, 99; Ruby
Lake, 85; Arthur: gnningham, 79;
Rohert Wilson, 73; Eniid Spurgeon, 92;
Geoffrey Packman68; Elsie Devine,
98; and Sheila Gregory, 91 They all
died while in-patients on Dryad and
Daedaluswards between1996and 1999.
4"A sepirate inquest has now been
grantedento an 11th deathi, Gladys
%}chardsl' Her daughter, Gillian
Mackenzie, 75, believes her mother
died because she was unnecessarily
'@l‘,esci:ibed high doses of morphine.
Mirs Mackenzie’s suspicions triggercd
3 : ‘

ainkillers and sedative drugs -

. nunprecedented inquest an initial police investigation. She has
. will this week begin to ex-

spearheaded the campaign for years.
Itis not clear why her mother has not
been included in the forthcoming in=
quest. As yet, no date has been set.
Murs Mackenzie said: “X know my
mother was 91, but she shouldn’t have
died when she did. She was not in pain,
sowhy was she prescribed morphine?
Since then, I have been fobbed off by
the police time and time again; they
closed the first inguiry without tak-
ing a statement oz fooking at my moth-
er’s medical notes, 'm 75 now but will
not let this go because I know what
happened to her, in law;, was wrong.”

Memorial Hospital was run by

Portsmouth Healthcare NHS Trust .

and provided long-térm care and re-
habilitation for elderly patients.
After Mrs Richards’s case in 1998,

anumber of people contacted the po- -

lice saying their relatives had died un-
expectedly after being prescribed high
doses of painkillers and sedatives in-

¢luding morphine. Police launcheda.
second inquiry and réviewed atotal -

of 92 deaths. I n July 2006, the police

-announced that after a third investi-
gation they had found no criminal -

negligence in'80 of the 90 cases they’

examined, Ten déaths were referred |
to the Crown Prosccution Service .

(CPS) but no charges were brought.
The NHS watchdog at thetime,
Commission for HealthImprovement

. (CHD), identified anumber of system-

ic failings during their investigation

into Gosport Hospital in 2002: High |

levels of powerful painkillers and seda-
tives were being prescribed without
adequate supervision or checks in
place. They also found a culture of “an-

 ticipatory prescribing”, whereby.pa- |

tients were prescribed drugs before
the patient displayed any symptoms:.
The GMC has attracted bitter criti-
cism for the way it has handled this-
case, particularly the length of time it
took them to take action. Dx Jane
Barton, the only doctor investigated
in relation to the case, was ordered
lastJuly to stop prescribing morphine,

‘many years after the matter was
tothe GMC's attention., -

At least one relative of the déad -
wrote to the GMCiin 2002; cxpressing:
her concerns about Dr Barton and
asking the GMC to'investigate. Inrcply
on 11 June 2002, the GMC said: “We
donot consider that the actions of Dx

At the time of deaths, Gosport War. | |

Barton raise any issue which'c
regarded so sexious as to justify
proceedings which may resu
restriction or xemoval of her r
tion.” Yet two months after the
was announced last year, Dr I
practice was restricted by the
A fitness to practice hearing wi
after the inquest. :

In GMC corxespondence
The Independent on Sunday, it
it was aware of the case in 2C
repeated atternpts by GMClaw
tween 2000 and 2004 to persu
Interim Orders Committee to’
tion against Dr Barton were tns
ful. The committee was not col
of theneed to restrict Dr Bartol
tice until the inquest was annc

Peter Walsh, chief executiv:
tion Against Medical Acc
(AvMA); said: “This raises seric
cerns about the rationale and
tency of the GMC's decision-1
‘This is another in along line ¢
‘which'must lead the public

. whether the. GMC is fit for pu

: Ann Alexander, the golicit

Shipman ingiiiry and advised

- ber of relatives.in thé Gosport
said: “The GMC has made f
. provements since the public:
the Shipman inquiry.I do not
stand why they failed to:imp
-.strictions on the doctor unti
‘The GMC must rememnber tha
is to protect patients and not dv
According to the GMC, its
were held back while other inx
tions toak place, but says the
sary steps to investigate the ca
are being taken. A GMC spokes
said: “This is a diffic
complex.case whi
, been investigated

take precedenc
any GMC proce¢
was necessary [fc
wait for the outcom
) various investigati
A While relativ.
pleased t.
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THE CAMPAIGN

\tion. She has Barton raiseany issue which couldbe  sary, if all the relevant docurments from
ign for years, regarded so serious as to justify formal earlierinquiries are to bc uncovered.
other hasnot proceedings which may resultinthe  ‘The Chief Medical Officer, Six Liam
thcoming in- Yestriction or removal of hex registra- Donaldson, commissioned a clinical
s beenset. tion” Yet two months aftcr the inquest  audit to examine death rates at the
“I know my was announced last year, Dr Barton’s hospital in September 2002 -only the
0uldn’t have practice was restricted by the GMC.  second time such a review has been
as notin pain, A fitness topractice hearing will begin carried put. But the report by Richard
>d morphine? after the inquest. Baker, a professor of clinical gover-
fobbed off by In GMC correspondence seenby nance at Leicestex University who
€ again; they The Independent on Sunday, it admits worked on the Shipman inquiry, has
without tak- it was aware of the case in 2000, but never been made public.
g at my moth- repeated attemnpts by GMC lawyers be- Professor Baker's investigation into
i now but will tween 2000 and 2004 to persuade the D Harold Shipman found thathe may
T know what Interim Orders Committeetotake ac- have beenresponsible for 330 deaths.
was wrong." tion against Dr Barton were unsuccess-  This persuadcd ministers to hold a

Gosport War... |

was run by of the need to restrict Dr Barton’s prac-  reportin Gosport Wai Memiorial Hos-
¢N" " Trust tice until the inquest was announced. pital has been requested under the
1 Ceun ud re- Peter Walsh, chief executive of Ac-  Freedom of Information Act by AVMA.’
patients. tion Against Medical Accidents  MsAlexander said: “A lack of open-
case in 1998, . (AvMA), said: “This raiscs seriouscon- ness breeds. suspicion. Professor
:acted the po- - cerns about the rationale and consis- . Baker's report about Harold Shipman
shad died un- . teficy ofthe GMC’s dccision-making. * was piiblished so L have no idea why
:cscribed high Thisis another in along line of cases - the Gosport families have been de-
.sedatives in- which 'must lead the public'to ask nied access to his firidings. I think a
:elauncheda | i -whether the GMC is it for purpose”. publicinquiry would have been much
jewed atotal - - Ann Alexander, the solicitor who - better in'this case as it wounld have put
06, the police | ‘represented fasnilies in the Harold - the families oia level playing field

third investi-

<00 criminal -

 ber of relatives.ixi the Gosport deaths,

ful. The committee wasriotconvinced.

-Shipmah inquiry shd adviseda pum-

public inquiry intohis crimces. His

with the health professiouials. There
is also much scope in.a public¢inquiry

90 cases thiey’ said: “The GMC has made few im- to.understand what went wrongand

vere referred . proventents singc-the publication of for lessons tobelearnt,”-- ~*. - |
tion Service the Shipman inquiry. Xdo notundér- A spokesperson for NHS Hamp- ;
rere brought. . stand why they failed to impose ré- shire, which now runs Gosport ' War :
r at the tiine, _strictions on the doctor until 2008. Memorial Hospital, said: “The-local 3
Improvement “The GMC must remember thatitsrole - NS has been working closely with '
ber of systex- isto protect patients and not doctors”  HM Coroner to énsure that all the
investigation According to the GMC, its actions relevant information is-available to

in 2002, High - were held back while other investiga-  support his investigation, We ¢o-op- -
lersandseda-, tions took place, but says the neces- erated filly with previous police ir-

‘jbed without sary steps to investigate the case fully vestigations and with an earlier inde- ,
or” cksin’ are being taken. A GMC spokeswoman  pendent review. by.the:Commission 5
cultuw.eof “an- - “said: “This is a difficult and - for Health Improvement. Procedures ;
, whereby pa- 1| : complex case'which has': at Gosport War Memorial Hospitil f

drugs before | beeninvestigated by var werercvised as aresdlt-of the earlier -
1y symptoms. ous agencies. Crimipal . inquiries. We are very confident that :
edbitter criti- | investigations always thehospital pravides safe, high-qual- X
handled this- ¥ take precedence over ity care to allits.patients. : |, Do

ngth of time it § any GMC procedures. It - Hampshixe Cionstabulagy-declined

:ion. Dr Jane was necessary [foruslto tocomment yesterday; biit saidit had

r investigated ¥ wait for the outcome of the - previously defendedits investigations.

. was ordered ' B various investigations.” _DrJobn White fromBlake Lapthorn,

ing morphine, " While relatives are .2 Hampshire-based lawfirm, is rep-

ter was drawn pleased that an resenting four of 10 families at this :
PO inquest . has . week’singuest.He gaid: “FThe inquest

e:of the dedd finally been willtryto establishinegchindividual

02, expressing gra d; ‘case whether systeniic'or individual
iz Barton and” ‘many:. be- | failingsin prescribing cdused them to
tigate. Inreply lieveapub- -dié. The coroner is faced with a very
MC said: “We lic inquiry  difficult faskand in my opiniona pub-
:actions of Dr is ‘neces-

" liciriquiry would havé been better”
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datives’ calls for a public inquiry into

e deaths, despite stinging criticisms.

sout the way they were handled by
i¢ police and the General Medical
ouncil (GMC). Three pofice inves-

gations have failed to'shed lighton

hy the patients died. The GMC; in
articular, has been lambasted by the

fatives for its faillure to act pmmpt-' :

-and decisively.
Wednesday’s inquest wﬂl examine

& deaths of Leslie Pittock, 83; Elsie -

wender;84: Hdem§em99kuby
aké; 85; Arthunmnnmgham, 79;
SbertWilson, 73; En,xd Spirgeon, 92;
eoffrey Packmaliz68; Elsie Deving,
§; and Sheila Grcgoxy, 91: They alt
ed while in-patients.on Dryad and

sedalus wards between 1996 and 1999,

A separate inguest has now beeg-

anteddnto’an 11th death, Gladys -

ichards.  Her daughiter,. Gillian’
ackenzie, 75, believes her mother
ed because she was unnécessarily
esctibed high doses of morphine.
1s Mackenzie’s suspicions triggered
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The NHS watchdog at the time,
Commission for Health Improvement
(CHD), identified a number of system-
ic failings during their investigation
-into Gesport Hospital in 2002. High
levels of powerful painkillers and seda-

tives were being prescribéd without

adequate supervisionof checks in
place. They also found a culture of “an-
ticipatory prescribing”, whereby pa-
tients were prescribed drugs before
the patient displayed any symptoms.

case, particularly the length of time it
took them to take action. Dr Jane
Barton. thé only doctor investigated

in relation to the case, was.ordered.
-1ast July to stop presctibing morphine, -

mmyyearsafterthenmterwas drawn
to the GMC's attention. .

.- At leas¥ one relative of 'Ehé dead .-

wrote to the GMC.in 2002, expessing

 her concerns about Dr Barton' ‘and.

“asking the GMC to investigate. Inreply
", on I June 2002, the GMC said: “We-

"donot comlderthat the actions of Dx

The GMC has attracted bitter criti--
- cism for the way it bas handled this

stand why they failed to impose re-
~strictions on the dor=~t until 2008,
TheGMCmustreme.  rthatits role
i5to protect patients and not doctors!
According to the GMC, its ‘actions
were held back while othet investiga-
tions took place, but says the neces-
saty steps to investigate the case fully
arebeing taken. AGMC s pokedwoman
said: “Thisisa dxfﬁc_uh and
-complex case which has
been! mvestIgated by var-
B ious agencies, Criminal
investigations always
take précedence over

vanous investigations.”
- W_hlle relatives are

]
lS nec es-

¥ any GMC pracedures. It -
was necessary [forus]to -
wéit for the outcomie of the'

pleased that an_
. week'singuest. He $aid: “The inquest
»  willtry to establishin eachindividual
. .case whether systeritic or individuat
" failings mprescnbmg causedthemto ™
-die, The coroner is faced with a very

shire, which now runs Gosport War
Memorial Hospital, said: “The focal
NHS has been working closely with
HM Coroner to ensure that all the
relevant information is-available to
support his i investigation, We co-op-
erated fully with previous police in-
vestigations and with an earlier inde-
pendent review by the Commission
for Health Improvement. Procedures
at Gasport War Memorial Hospital
wererevised ag a result-of the earlier
inquiries. We aze very confident that
the hospital pmvzdes safe; h.lgh-qual-
ity care to all its patients.™
Harapshire Constabulary declined
to comment yesterday, but said it had
previously defended its investigations.
. DrJohn White from Blake Lapthorn,
a Hampshire-based law firm, is rep-
resenting four of 10 families at this’

difficult task and in my opinion a pub-
lic inquiry would have been better”
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