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"a. Generic witness statements from Trust staff deaiing '(inte'f alia) with the

running/stafﬁng of the hospital superyvision of staff admission procedures
T T decisions- regardlng pall1at1ve/rehab111tat1ve care “and protocols “for the

administration of Oplates e

b. Generic expert e\“/idence rega‘rdirﬁg -the prescribing and administration of

opiates. Dlsclosure is 1nv1ted of the expert evidence obtained by Hampshire

Constabulary as part of 1ts mvestlgatlons Alternatively, the Coroner is invited

to obtain Such evidence,
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c. Inindividual cases:
i. The medical records;
ii. Witness statements from family members;

st o o il « Witness statements from Trust staff caring for the-deceaseds - * = - +*.

@
'

. .« . . -1v. Expert evidence on.the use of opiates in the td_eceaseél?ﬂs case and
whether that caused,,or,materigliy contributed to the deceased’s death.
v. Where appropriate in any case, expert evidence on any other matter
relating to _t__he.‘eavret of the deceased at the hospital which may have
caused or materially oontri,buteci to the deceased’s death’.
30. Early dlsclosure of all documents is 1nv1ted ‘
- 31::As indicated above, the Coroner i¢'invited to’ collate' a file of genéric eviderce and to T
create separate bundles in réspect 6f each deceased.
32.1t is anticipated that"it will ‘be appropriate-to- hear live evidence from most of the
witnesses. Further submissions on this will be }rlade at the appropriate time.
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Venue RN

s

33. The Coroner is invited to. sit.in a venue.that can cope with the likely number of
interested persons/w1tnesses and can be booked for the requisite length of time (see

“below): . . KR e e e e

Y

Tlme estlmate . P PR D
' 34. Unt11 the ev1dence has been gathered, it- 1srprobably not p0531b1e to glve an accurate

" timé esflmate e WAy

35. As a very rough estimate, it. may be thought fhat it would be appropriate to allocate 6

weeks to the inquest — a week or so for consideration of the generic issues, 2 days per

.
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! This is suggested"at this stage, because it the circumstances of the individual deaths are not clear. .
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, 2L Altematively, the Coroner is invited to sit with & jury pursuant to'section 8(4). P‘Iainly; o
thls 1s a case of significant pyblic mteres.t and Lt ‘would be appropriaté forthe evidence
.., Jtobe welghed by a body-of lay. people. = ...
Timing of the inquest: before of after the GMC hearing
22. As far as the relatlves are concerned there are compet1ng arguments as to whether the .
«+ inquest:is to take place before any GMC or other d1501p11nary hearlng \ ’
*++ +23: Plainly, it is a long time since the deaths (around ~10 years) and there is an interest in
hearing the inquests as sooh as: practicable.Not only* does this relate to the cogency of
the evidence but also the genetal desire of-the relatives to move on from the deaths.
There may be Article 6 issues regarding delay.
- 24 Agamst that the ‘Blake Lapthorn group . are concerned that;- when the* 1nquests aré
. ] ﬁnally heard the evidence, should be.as full, cogent and frank as possible. There are
concerns that, with GMC. hearlngs pendmg, the 1nd1v1duals 1nvolved may be
* dibtracted ‘and more inclined to be' guarded about the ev1dence they give. This may
defeat the purpose of the 1nquest e
25 On balance if is submitted that it would be preferable for the inquest to be adjourned
pending the outcome of the GMC hearing/s. An element of further delay (provided it
is not excesswe) is unlikely to have any mater1al effect on the _cogency. of the, .-,
" ‘evidenée ='with & lapse of up to 10 years between the eyent; ’and now, a further delay
of a period of months is unllkely to make a significant difference to the recollection of
© Wwitnesses. By:-contrast, it is submitted that the .Coroner is more likely to be able to
achieve the sort of full and frank investigation required by Article 2 if any disciplinary
hearing has already been completed. .. . .. , . ..
Representation . |
26. It is not clear at this stage whether any of the relatives of the other 5 deceased will
join forces with the Blake Lapthorn group.
27. Blake Lapthorn are content to represent the interests of all of the deceased, but clearly
the question of representation is a matter for the relatives of each deceased.
28. At this stage, representation of the Blake Lapthorn group is on a pro-bono basis. An
application for exceptional public funding is to be made shortly.

Documentation/witnesses

29. A this stage, it is submitted that the following evidence is likely to be of assistance:



