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.. 
psychotropic d~u’~s," ~hich .. ¯than .40. ~ 
had a substantially:more dele-. ~ studied weie taking a neuro. 
.teriou.s effect upon quality Of 

. li.f~ than, the’targ.et symptoms 
"for .whie~ they Were-pi’e- 
scribed," D~Ballard ~rites.. 
¯ In’his s~dy, ..209 elderly 
people with dementia living 
in four residential and two 
nursing homes in Newcastle. 
were identified. A ttiird of 
these was not taking drugs.. 

In a rating of quality of l~,e 
11 per cent had "ill-being , 
24 per c~ent had po6r well: 
being and 64 p~r cent had fair 
or.g00d w.~ll-being. " ¯ " 

Only a small .nu...~ber of 

¯ lepti~ drug, ~ha~y .of whom 
did not have clinically signif: 
leant symptoms.. " - 

¯ "Either the treatment was 
.initiated inappropriately or 
the treatment had not been . 
reviewed following the resolu- 
tion of the target s~mpt0m.." 

Dr Ballard i.s about to 
¯ begin a five-year study of the 
effect of discontinuing a neu- 
roleptic drug in people with 
dement.ia.      - " " 
. ’Some 530,000 ~ebp|e suffer 

. from Alzheime~’~ ~disease 
. and 60,000 a.year die, ¯ ...... 


