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e gt GPacquitted of |
e M L Ruie  Murderfaces |
. en inquestinto |
patient deaths |

| AfuaHish
- 'Legal affairs correspondent

‘A GP said to.have adniiﬁisté’réd_ “grossly’
inappropriate” doses. of opiate drugs,. | .

" causing the deatlis of up to 30 patients, |
. . faces -ﬁirth_er?procééldings after:the high-
- ‘courtruled yésterday that therewouldbe |
- . aninquest into'some of the deaths. " .- o
5% - Alison Moss, whose father Frank M sS. |

-+ died in 2003 after Dr Howard Martin |
: ",i'njectéd‘himWith_fata._l doses of drugs; |
iI'x,dl'lde’l'ngrphineandpresc_i-ipthnher-f
. --oin, yesterday w on her attémpt toreopen - |
. theinquest.” ;- o oo Te
" Martin,’an'NHS GP under the Country |
- Durham primary care trust, was acquit-- | -
. ted of murdering three'patients sftera | -
- ,'six—wéek*hial,at‘Tee_ss_ide,c_rdef"coiIr"tin i
12005. Yet he “had allowed his prescribing” |
- practices to become crude‘and out-of-
.- date and was:too stubborn orconserva-- | -
- tive to be prepared to modify them”, Mt |-
Justice Underhill said yesterday: “His
. "incompetence had, of course, Very grave ‘|
. consequences.” . - - R
.’ " Quashing the decision of a coroner: |
not to resume the inquest, thie judge said | -
the case pointed to'serious failingsin the |..
.- roleof the NHS. “[The‘'evidence] raises a | |
- real question as to whether the relevant ;| .
[ authoﬁties__tooksuiﬁqient Steps toinves- | |
[. " tigaterepeated tepbrts.ofinadéquacies«in 1.
¢._, Dr Martin’s practice,” hesaid:- ;.- -7
.77 Moss’s lawyers told the court that con- |
) ' - . - -cerns had been expressed siiice atleast. |-
' *.2000 about thecircumstances of Martin’s |-

. 'Thenumberof - -
~.’deathsamong . -
- patientsofDr - ' |
.- HowardMartin - -
. .- thattheGeneral’: |-
.+ ' MedicalCouncil .-~ ",
.. - .isinvestigating -

- practice prescribing morphire to very ill ]
patients. Dr Edwin Pugh, a hospice direc- { |
_-tor, had alerted the health authority in
'+ 2000, which reported the information to
~ the police and held meetings with Mar- g
- tin regarding his “outdated” practices. |

. in managing pain relief
© patients. L 0 T~ O
- Three otherdoctors at Martin’s tfiedical | |
' p:aictiée_sﬁid_tha_tthgyh}adexp;essed'co;i-‘ .
ceinsabout “the routinerepeat préscrib- o .
. ingofopiates” aﬁdthqlaclgpfsteps'taken@ :

- totackletheissue.- - RIS

N Tnbin Pranvilla an avnartin canaral |-
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| -~ DrJohn Grenville, an expert ingéneral |
. meédical practice, who gave evidence at |-
¢ Martin’s criminal trial, said thatthedoses |-
the GPhad prescribed were unwarranted. | |
-“Any competent GP should have appreci- | i
atedthatthe dosages-giVeﬁWélje_likeIYtp
- lead tothepatient’s death,” Grenvillehad |-
told Teessidé cfown court; . SRR
" "Martin remaj s.suspended from prac-: |
. tice, with the. General Medical Council |
- conducting inquiriesintothe deathsof19 |
+-of his patients, the cotirt heard, He s likely
- to face disciplinary proceedings in May. ..
/. -Alarge number of cases involving the |
/' | doctorwerealsobeinginvestigatedby the -
g -_'p'OIiCe,'the-cou:t'heard;_flhe-_cdtone_r_ had -
/ |+ tuled:that there wasno néed to resume |
|
|
{

e e —_—

i |- theé inquest into'the dedths becausé of

|5 the other investigations taking place, and

- inlight of the fact that Martin had been

| . acquittedofmurder.. .. . . 7
.. This decision s, wrong, the court

i ter _ that Moss “is enti-

Ut tle 0 an investigation of any specific
" fallure whichformed asufficiently direct

I - parto intoher father’s i
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