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L died in 2003 after Dr Howard Martin -
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. date and was too stubborn or. conserva-
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GP acquitted of |
murder faces
inquest into

court ruled yésterday that therewould be
Alison Moss, whose father Frank Moss |

injected him with fatal doses of drugs, |
including morphine and prescription her-
oin, yesterday won her attempt to reopen

Mattin, a’n‘NHS GP under the Country
Durham primary care trust, was acquit- |-

2005. Yet he “hadallowed his prescribing’ |
practices to become crude and out-of-

tive to be prepared to.modify thery”, Mt
Justice Underhill said yesterday. “His

not toresume the inquest, the judge said
the case pointed to serious failings in the |.
role of the NHS. “[The evidence] raises al
real question as to whether the relevant
authorities took sufficient steps to inves-
tigate fepeated reports of inadequaciesin

Moss’s lawyers told the c()ur,tvthat'.Con-'

that the General |
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patients. Dr Edwin Pugh, ahospicedirec- |
tor, had alerted the health authority in

the police and held meetings with Mar- .
in managing pain relief in ._terr;iingl_ly iy

Three other doctors at Martin’s rfiedical
practice said that theyhad expressedcon-
cetnsabout “the routinerepeat prescrib-
ing of opiates” and the lack of steps taken
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- Dr Johri Grenville, an expert in géneral ]
_medical practice, who gave evidence at

Martin’s criminal trial, said that the doses
the GPhad prescribed were unwarranted. -
“Any competent GP should have appreci- |
ated that the dosages given were likely to

told Teesside crown court.

leadtothepatient’s death,” Grenvillehad » 5
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- tice, with the General Medical Council |

conducting inquiriesintothe deathsofig

- ofhis patients; the courtheard, Heis likely - |
- tofacedisciplinary proceedings in May. ..
. Alargenumber of cases mvolving'the . | §

‘doctor werealso being investigated by the | §.
i police, the'court heard. The coroner had 1B
| - fuled that there wis no need to resume | §

the inquest into the deaths because of -
the otherinvestigations taking Place,and
in light of the fact that Martin had been -

‘acquitted of murder. - - o
This decision was ‘wrong, the court

tled...toan investigation of any specific’

fallures which formed asufficiently direct

partof the circumistancesinto her father’s |
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