NHE000193-0001

O

Portsmouth HealthCare NHS

Dr David Jarrett FRCP " NHS Trust
Lead Consultant Portsmouth Health Care NHS Trust

Department of Medicine for Elderly People
PBEBIV”d Queen Alexandra Hospital
Our ref . Cosham
o DJ/MW _ 9 JAK 260 roromoth
e T e ants
Date 24™ January 2002 General Manager. Fareham [ -2 PO6 3LY

Direct Line. | Code A Tel 023 9228 6000
‘ : ' Fax 023 9220 0381

Dr A Lord

Consultant Geriatrician
Department of Elderly Medicine
QAH

Dear Althea

Re: Review of Medical Staffing Elderly Medicine
Gosport War Memorial Hospital

- Thank you for your correspondence, which clearly outlines some of the current

issues, related to medical staffing at Gosport War Memorial Hospital. You have also
managed to formulate some possible solutions.

The problems of medical staffing at Gosport War Memorial Hospital are similar,
although on a larger scale, to medical staffing issues in other community hospitals
and non-acute sites. Over the years there has been a constant turnover of staff
grades and clinical assistants on all our non-acute sites. We have had to patch
together solutions on a peace meal basis. Some solutions have been relatively
successful, such as the appointment of the staff grade doctor at Gosport War
Memorial Hospital. Some solutions have been less successful such as the
appointment of permanent staff grades to the two rehabilitation posts at St Mary's
Hospital.

Overshadowing all of this is the increasingly untenable 'out of hours' cover at all our
non-acute sites. This has led in some cases to the use of GP Deputizing Services
to cover District General Hospital sites. | am currently investigating a critical
incident related to this cover at St Mary’s. There must be more efficient and timely
ways of providing such cover.

The recent CHI visit at Gosport War Memorial Hospital has re-affirmed my feeling
that we are vuinerable in this area. It also seems that national shortage of medical
staff may not itself be used as an excuse for inadequate input.
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