
0..i 

IM 

!-- 

0 

0 
0 

o 
0~ 
Iz_ 

/ 
/ 

KBHO00524-O001 

G O S P ORT WA~ 
., ~. 

MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 

from .t923 

. 

o 

1995 

° 
° 

¢q 

¢q 

~5 

v-t 

v-t 

a- 

t~ 



NI 
&. 

,,.,., 

,q,. 

Igl 

x-i 

NI 

,d 
o 

.,e-i 

xl" 

0"1 

d 
"7" 

0 
I 

J 
~Z 

o 
I 

._1 
¢z 

F" 
_m 

iZ 
02 
2~ 

1,-- 
rv" 
o 
[L 

0 
t~ 

0 

[L 

° 

KBH000524-0002 

Origins 
As its nan)e imp|Ees. Gospon War Memorial []ospita] was 
"estab]~s]Led as a permanen[-MeJnorJal to the it~¢a and women of the 

Borough o]" Gosp~fl. and l lle Officers, non-commissior~ed Officers 
and men and women of the Portsmouth Division of the Royal 

Marine Li~llt i!~hntD: who gave their lives for their count9 in the 
GreaI War 1914- [918. 

Wiih a populalion of around 33.000 it was an ambitious project for 

Gosport lo attempt to fund by public subscription but by 1923 

£50,000 had been raised. Building and equipping the hospital cost 
t[34,000 and the balance of (71.6.000 was left in a fired and helped 

pay for aa extension in 1932. 

The foundmion stone was laid in 1921 by Field Marshall Earl Haig 
on the ihree-acre site in Bur}, Road generously donated by the 
Prideaux-Brune family. 

On April 19r.h 1923 thehospital was opened provqding beds for 
twenty-six patients and accommodation lbr fl~e matron and all 

nursing staff. !’here were no Doctors on the hosp[taf staff, instead 
the eight GP:s of Gospor~ continued lhe care of their own patients 

after admissian. (The GP’s also took lurns, a week a*, a t~me. lo 
become the duty Anaesthetist!) 
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it was a modern building with full electric lighting and central 
heating, and equipped witt~ an operating theatre ~nd radiograph, 
unit.                        ’ 

The hospital’s affairs overall were run by a Board of Heeted 

Trustees ioge~her with honorary Medical and Surgical staff, but the 

day-to-day running was ]eft entirely jn the hands of the Matron. The 
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list oi" her responsibilities fills ~wo pages of the Constitution and 
Rules a-nd includes the entire control of Ihe nursing and household 

staff. 

t930’s 
In May I932 an extension m the hospitaI was opened. Changes 
included the prevision of an Out Patient Department, enlargement of 
x.~dous wards, modemisalion of the X-ray Department and, to 
support all this, re-modelling of the heating and wamr systems. 13y 
!936"the increased use of motor cars made it necessary to remove 
some lawns to provide parking for ten to twelve cars.~ ! 

. 

During the war the hospital continued its work as usual hut the 
patiems" ,,Jews outside were limited by wails of protective sandbags 
and the window~ had blackout blinds at night. 

1948 and the National Health Service 
Gosport War Memoria! Hospital was handed over to the newly 
formed NItS in ~tmt should have been celebrated as its Silver 
Anniversary year, ! 948. Until that time it had been supported by 
mearis of puNic subscription m a Hospital Maintenance Fund which 
from t921 to 1947 raised a total of f t 26,492. 

19511’8 and 1960% 
In 1963 Out Patient and .Accident and Emergency Departments were 
opened followed in 1966 by new departments for Physical Medicine 
and X-Ray. "Also in flue ! 960’s Redclyft~ Annexe was donated to 
the hospital. 
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1980% and t990s 
The hospital faced a serious threm o fciost~re in the early 80’s. "~e 
League of Friends, hospital staff and residents of Gosport strongly 
fougN the closure. A .petjtion cottecled .2.0,000 signatures, the 
situation was reviewed and the hospital saved. 

o 

The Present 
i 991 saw the commencemem of a { 10.5 million, two-phase 
development which culminates in today’s tree ptanting ceremony. 

The major visibte parts of this development incIude the new warcts 
and Day" Hospitals for the etderly and the transfer of Maternity 
Services from Blake Maternity Home to a new Maternity ward. 
Several original parts of the building ha, co been demolished and 
replaced white, others have simply been re-vamped and modemised. 

As ema be seen, the overall result is an attractive example of the 
architecture of public ~ildings from the early part of the 20th 
Centuu,, containing the facilities and technology to be. expeetedof~ 
Community Hospital ready for the 21 st Century. 

The Future 
This history, of the hospital shows the close links that ha,~’e always 
existed between it and the people of Gosport- So while some 
specialist services are bettor supplied in other hospitals and some. 
tike Dem}stry, are provided closer to the clients in Cdmanunity 
Health clinics, the intention is for Gosport War Memorial Hcrspital 
to remain THE Hospita! for the Communffy of Gosport 
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