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Hampshire Police investigated the deaths in 1998

Doctors at a Hampshire hospital regularly
over-prescribed powerful pain-killers,
according to a report.
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The investigation in to Gosport War Memorial
hospital followed the deaths of nine elderly
patients in 1998.

The report could not confirm whether any
patients died as a result but said that patients
were "put-at-risk".

A report published on Wednesday by the
Commission for Health Improvement (CHI)

found the useof pain-relieving and sedative embassy
drugs'may have been “excessive". Teenager cleared of drug
smuggligg

The CHI concluded that
patients on Daedalus -
and Pryad wards were
most affected by the
hospital's actions.

The hospital failed to Links to more England
recognise a potential stories are at the foot of

risk to patients, the page.
many of whom were
frail, older people
Portsmouth Healthcare
NHS Trust - which ran
the hospital at the time
- has been criticised for
not reviewing procedures earlier.

Peter Homa, CHI
chief executive

The CHI says that the police investigation,
patient complaints and internal data should
have alerted the Trust to problems.

Peter Homa, the CHI's chief executive, said:
"Portsmouth Healthcare NHS Trust failed to
have the appropriate systems in place in 1998
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