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Star�met: of; S~e DONN% 

Age if trader 18; Over 18 df o~: : ~ i~n "o~r : S’) Staff N urse 

ThiS statemca: (¢onsisth~g of 6 page(s) each s~gr~ed by me) is tru.~ to the best of ~ly km)wbdge and beEef and I make it 
ksowmg ghaL if k is ~sdered m evidence, : shall bc ~iabk: to prosec@ioa if i have wHf@ly stated in it anything which ] 
k~ew K~ be fa!se or d{~ m£ bcli¢’~¢ to be :r~e, 

i 

i ................ ~--~: tim ~:son named above and live at :he address n on the attached %:::. 
i Code A i <Le 4 ha: ........ 
....... :--~-m-{9:1 I qualified as a nurse a~ a Royal Naval School of Nm:sing in Gospel. 

in t980 t commenced work a[ :he Gosport War Memorial Hosp£a: as a Staff Nurse. When I sta~ed it 

was on a part time basis, working :wo nights a week and~was based at the main hospital u~iL There was 

also :we annexes attached to the main hospital, Redcli fie House and Northcote House, Which : a~so 

covered when :hey were short due to sickness or annual leave. 

Eventually I went f@[ time on nigh: dudes and I had additiosa: :~sponsibi~kies, which included coveting the 

sigh: sister when she was absen:. 

At the beginnir~g of 199! Gill HAMBL~ was appointed as the Nurse Sister for the Redcliffe House 

annexno 

same drnc I was approached by [sobel EVANS.~ the Padem Care Manager and she magges:ed 

thagappty R}r @e position of ’F’ grade nurse at Redc[iffe. 

:nitially : was apprehensive about @plying for the pea< because Redciiffe at the ~ime had reputation as a 

bad ptace to work. This related to problems with staff morale, there was also a tot of sickaess there as well 

These proNems were historica: and existed prior to Gill as bad feeling between the day and night staff. 

taking over° ............................................. ---- 
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Signed : 

Continuation of Statement of : Sue DONNE 

Anyway, despite the concerns I had I applied for the post, mainly because I wanted to get off rti#lt duties 

and was appointed sometime between April and May 1991. 

Being the ’F’ grade nurse thel¢ meant that I was the senior staff nurse for the unit. The unit contained 

approximately 20 beds and catered for ’long stay’ elderly patients with multiple he’,dth problems. Which 

meant that they had to stay within the care of the National Health Service. The unit was always full because 

of demand. 

Unfortunately, my appointment did upset some of my colleagues at the unit due to the fact one of them had 

also applied for the job. 

Therefore when 1 first started working at the unit I felt isolated. Especi’,dly because Gill and another nurse 

named, Lynne BARRETT, were good friends and would exclude me from the ’decision making loop’. 

Shortly after I commenced work at Redcliffe, I became aware of staff concerns over the use of syringe 

drivers at the unit. 

At the time I was a Royal College of Nursing Steward and I think I might first heard about these concerns 

through another RCN representative named Keith MURRAY. 

The basis of their concerns were that the drivers, which had only recently been introduced, were being 

~incorrectly prescribed and being used too soon. 

Amongst the staff that complained about their usage was nursing assistants who were unqualified and were 

obviously ignorant to the purpose of the drivers. 

However in hindsight I think that their use could have been explained better to the staff to help them 
, 

i Code A hnderstand what the drivers dome, I do remember that between July and December 1991 I attended 
i .............. i 
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meetings between staff and management. When management asked us about our concerns over the syringe 

drivers. 

The two doctors responsible for the unit, Dr BARTON and Doctor LOGAN were present at these meetings, 

where they answered the staff’s concerns. 

There was a further meeting with a specialist in painkilling techniques named Steve KING who helped 

explain away some of the mystique surrounding them. 

During this time nobody approached me personally and expressed any concerns regarding the use of syringe 

drivers or their inapFtx)priate use. 
/ 

[ ............................ ]ther can I re.call having any concerns myself over the use of the drivers of Diamorphine or Oramorph. 

L ......................... 
~:: .~.apib -x’:h :he a:e of syringe drivers~.md when n.,;ed on ! ..... ,~ .... y~. c.. ~-’:d;.~,;, ~ all 

excellent method of relieving pain. 

After the meetings in I991, until I left the hospital in 1995, nobody raised the issue regarding syringe 

chivers again and neither did anyone approach me with any concerns. 

In 1995 1 left the hospital to become a full time officer with the RCN. 

On Wednesday 6th November I was shown numerous documents (identitication referenc� JEP/GWMH/I/7) 

i ................................. i 

bi ...... c ode  ...... i 
( ) These documents were letters meeting minutes and reports relating to the events in 1991. I would like to 

make the following observations regarding these documents. 

Contained within the documents is a report from G-erri WHITNEY which questions the amount of 

Diamorphine used at the unit. 

Signed" .... C odeAi 
i 

Signature witnessed by : 
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Continuation of Statement of" stte DONNE 

Code A ~ that the hia~Ja level of Diamorphine used was probably due to the type of patient we had 

it that time. Many of whom had complex medical needs. 

~a.s . ~,xo_ icoaeAJ would like to add that in 1991 there we~ only ~ synnge ddven! L.,,:@.._" ""~’’^ ~,..._~,.a .... , ....... ,- ^-- 

! 

allocated to the Redcliffe House annexe. 

Also, we would sometimes go months without having to use one. Then ~ have to use two at once. 

Another issue raised within the documents is that some of the patients were already ’written up’ to have 

syringe drivers before they required it, The reason for this was that if a patient’s condition was expected to 

detcrioratc and they were already on a strong opiate. It was l~’actical that the driver was already prescribed 

so that if the patients condition did deteriorate you could assess the situation and use the driver if required 

and appropriate. 

The point is also raised on the minutes from the meeting on 18th September 2002 (18/09/2002) that the night 

sister never visited Redcliffe House. This is untrue, all night sisters visited the unit as did the staff nurses 

who were covering the sister. 

The criticism of ERectors BARTON and LOGAN are unfounded. Both were approachable and capable 

professionals. Doctor BARTON was especially approachable and happy to receive input from staff. 

i iWith regard to the comments about Gill HAMBLIN being difficult to approach. She was this way with 

~)ne and this was her way of dealing with people. 
CodeA ao ,Ir a,o tt,  a aPt ¯ 

~�, nobody was victimised because of the issue over syringe drivers in 1991. 
t 

However some staff had outdated working practices which ~e, quired addressing, which was done, 

One of these staff was Sylvia GIFFIN whose working practices were outdated and quite poor. Also, her 

knowledge of up to date working methods was poor. She did not keep herself appraised of any changes. 

ii--c-oa-e--x .... Signed : Signature witnessed by : 
i 
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This criticism of her had nothing to do with her complaint about the syringe drivers it was purely to do with 

her conduct at work, 

I must add that once we ad&~ssed all these issues I was satisfied overall with the staff and their working 

practices. 

Whilst I was at Redcliffe House there were no major problems. 

............................................................... i 

Code A, Signature witnessed by - 
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Contact poim (if different from abt)ve): 

Address: 

Telephone no: 

Does the person making this statement have any special needs if required m attend court and give 
evidence      ’! (e.g.     language difficulties, visually impaired, restricted mobility, etc.). If Yes. please 
enter details. 

Yes D 

Does the ptwson making this statement need additional support as a vulnerable or intimidated Yes [] 
witness’? If Yes, please enter details. 

Does the perstm making this statement give their consent to it being diselomd lot the purposes of 
Yes [] eivi~ p~d_!_.n_.g_.s_.<_.e_.~._.c_hi]_d_.c_~.~r?.~_._e~._.].._._g._s.)_~ .................................................................................................. 
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