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General Medical Council

Dr Jane Barton

Statement of Ernest John Stevens

I, Ernest Stevens, will say as follows:
1. I.am the husband of Jean Irene Stevens.

2. Exhibited to this statement and marked ES/1 is a copy of the witness statement dated
16 April 2004 I made in relation fo my wife’s care.

3. Exhibited to this statement and marked ES/2 is a copy of my witness statement also
dated 16 April 2004 which corrects an operation date.

4, I can confirm that I have been given the opportunity to add to or amend this statement
and wish to make the following additions:

5. My wife did not see Dr Barton, or any other doctor, from the time that she was
admitted to the hospital until the time that she died. I can be sure of this as I was by
her bedside the entire duration of her stay in the hospital.

6. I do not believe that my wife was in any sort of pain, and therefore did not require a
double dose of diamorphine, as she was not indicating any signs of pain or distress,
something which I would be able to identify as an ex-ambulance man.

7. My wife was not administered any fluids whatsoever from the time she was discharged
from Haslar until the time she died. As a result she was extremely dehydrated and was
also 1‘eceiving unnecessary drugs to treat pneumonia, which she did not have, that
would have exacerbated her dehydration further.

8. I understand that my statement may be used in evidence for the purposes of a hearing
before the General Medical Council’s Fitness to Practise Panel and for the purposes of
any appeal, including any appeal by the Council for Healthcare Regulatory Excellence.
I confirm that I am willing fo attend the hearing to give evidence if asked to do so.

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true

Signed: COde A 5 =4 - &t*“‘"g-
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Ernest Stevens

Dated: eerecereranersens eeeseranesiereasenes

7238207 vi 2




General Medical Council

Dr. Jane Barton

Exhibit ES/1

This is the Exhibit marked “ES/1” referred to in the statement of Ernest Stevens:-

Statement dated 16 April 2004
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Srutement aumber: 2 11

DOCUMENT RECORD PRINT

STATEMENT PRINT
Surname: STEVENS
Forenames:  ERNEST JOHN
Age: 17 Date of Bih: | Code A

Address: Code A

Occupation:  RETIRED AMBULANCE DRIVER

Felephona No: i __Code A

Statement Dale: 16/04/2004

Appearance Code: Heightt 1.73 Build:
Hair Details: Position Sivle Colour

Eyes: ! Complexion:  /
Glasses: Use:

Accent Details: General Spaciiic Qualifier

* Number of Pages:

dower of Jean [rene STEVENS , who died on

I live at the address known 1o the Police. I am the wi
Bury Rd, Gosport.1have been

22" May 1999 (22/05/1999) at the Gosport War Memorial Hospital ,

asked to provide some background information about my wife.

Code A lin Gosport, Hampshire. Her parents were Harry

My wife was bom onE
dren, all girls, Two of her sisters died in

and Eleanor Victoria COLLINGS . She was one of five chil

their teens due something like diphtheria or T.B. and her othe

¢ sisters, Lillian and Iris diedaround the

age of 70 years and 80 years.

Harry COLLINS died around the age of 79 years of bronchial pneumonia and Eleanor died around

the age of 69 years from lung cancer.
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~We had two children, Caro

GMC100432-0007

Statement number: 521 |

DOCUMENT RECORD PRINT

My wife worked throughout her life as a shop assistant or canteen assistant.

{ in 1946 and June in 1949, Both pregnancies were straightforward with

no complications.

My wife was relatively healthy but in 1994 she began t0 experience’ stomach trouble, she was

experiencinga lot of pain and discomfort.

pital in Gosport for an exploratory operation, during which they
6 she was again admitted to Haslar where

She was admitted to Haslar Hos

removed her appendix, The problem persisted and in 199
she was diagnosed as suffering from diverticulitis.  She underwent surgery and had a small part of
her bowel removed.

She went on to have two further operations on her bowel. Apparently she had fesions in her bowel

due to the operations and it was this that was causing her pain.

ain and was prescribed pain killers.

As a result of this my wife was in constant p
she was fully mobile and able to

She also suffered from slight arthritis in her back, but despite this,

get about without assistance.

On Sunday 25" April 1999 (25/04/1999) we spent the day at home. Jean had cooked a roast dinner

and tidied everything away as usual. We had our

bed.

usual night cap before Jean went to get ready for

I heard a thud and went {o see what had happened, 1 found Jean lying semi conscious in the bathroom

. [ called an ambulance and Jean was taken to Haslar Hospital in the early hours of Monday 26"

April.

By visiling hours that evening Jean was propped up in bed fully conscious. She had lost the use of

ﬁcr left arm and leg but was fully alert and able to spenk.’
She had lost the ability to swallow and was being fed throtigh a tube. She had to learn to swallow

again in order to be moved to a rehabilitation ward before she could come home.
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Statement number: S21 1

DOCUMENT RECORD PRINT

At cne point it was thought that Jean had suffered a small heart attack and she was admilted into the

CCU (coronary care unit) at Haslar overnight as a precaution. There were no other attacks and Jean
only spent one night in the unit. |
I spent everyday with Jean and 1 could see her getting better, The stroke had only effected her left
side,

Jean made very good progtess and was reviewed by a Dr. LORD , from the Gosport War Memorial

Hospital. Dr LORD said that Jean had a sufficient enough swallow for her to accept her on to the
It was arranged that Jean would be

20" May 1999 (20/05/1999).

rehabilitation ward at the Gosport War Memorial hospital.

transferred lo the Gosport War Memorial hospital on Thursday

During the evening of Wednesday (9" May 1999 (19/05/1999), Jean was visited by June and her

husband Ted . 1 had spent the day with Jean as usual and June had come in after she had finished

work,

We were all in good spirits as Jean was moving towards coming home. We were planning a big

family party for when she came out of the War Memorial hospital.

I left Jean happy and in good spirits. T was told that Jean would be transferred o Deadalus ward

around lunch time the following day and that I should visit her at the Gosport War Memorial Hospital

after 1pm (1300 hrs).

At 1.30pm (1330hrs) on Thursday 20" May 1999 (20/05/1999) 1 arrived at the ward. hadto wiit to

see Jean as the nurse said that they were settling her in,

I was shown into & cubicle opposite the nurses desk, Saw that Jean was lying in bed with her eyes

closed. [ would describe her as being in a coma. She did not move , she did not speak, she did not

respond in anyway to my being there, 1 was stunned by her condition.

I stayed with Jeanall night, ] sat next to her bed and held her hand.

I did not know what was going on or why Jean had deterjorated so quickly. No one came and told me

what was happening. I was totally shocked and distraught.

W01 OPERATION
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B RESTRICT

DOCUMENT RECORD PRINT

Statement number: S211

I could hear the noise of a machine coming from Jeans bed and I could smell a sickly smell. T used to

work as an ambulance man and I recognised the smell as being morphine.

On Friday 21" May 1999 (21/05/1999), at some point during the aflernoon, 1 was approached by a

man called Phillip . He was a charge nurse or sister' on the ward. He said to me something along the

lines of 'your wife is in a lot of pain, can we have your permission to double her morphine?

I felt very confuscd and upset , I did not understand what was happening but I was very concerned

for my wife's well being. 1 thought that if the staff thought my wife was in pain then they knew best. 1

gave my 'permission’ to Phillip for my wife's morphine to be increased.
He told me that he would phone Dr. BARTON for her permission Lo increase the dose.

Around 8.30pm (2030hrs) on Saturday 227 May 1999 (22/05/1999) I ean-died.

From the time I saw her at the Gosport War Memorial Hospital, I only saw her open her eyes once,

{ never heard her make any sound at all, nor did [ see her give any physical indication that she was in

pain or discomfort,

1 know that my wife had a syringe driver, [ saw the tube going into her stomach and I could hear the

sound of its motor.

After Jean died the driver was still going and [ asked the staff to switch it off after about haif an hour

as I could not stand the sound of it.

Jeans death certificate gives her cause of death ps Cercbrovasculer accident, which I understand to

be a stroke.

Her death certificate was signed by Dr. BARTON.

My wifc is buried at Ann Hili Cemetery, Gosport.

W01 OPERATION MIRO5S 1424 Printed on: 8§ Scptember, 2003 Page 4 of 5
12:26

ROCHESTER




GMC100432-0010

- RESTRICTED .

DOCUMENT RECORD PRINT

Statement pumber: S211

Whilst Jean was at the Gosport War Memorial Hospital, I never saw or spoke 0 any dociors and the

only person who spoke to me about my wife's condition was the male nurse Phillip on that one

occasion.

Signed: EJSTEVENS Signature witnessed by:
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General Medical Council

Dr. Jane Barton

Exhibit ES/2

This is the Exhibit marked “ES/2” referred to in the statement of Ernest Stevens:-

Second statement dated 16 April 2004

6639271 vt
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RESTRICTED
Statement number: S211A
DOCUMENT RECORD PRINT
STATEMENT PRINT
‘Sumame: STEVENS
Forenamaes: ERNEST JOHN
Age: 77 Dale of Birth: COdeA1

Address: Code A

Occupation:  RETIRED

Stalement Dale: 16/04/200:4

Appearance Cade: Height: L73 Buiid:
Hair Details: Position Style Colour
Eyes: ! ’ Complexion:  /
Glasses: Use:
Accent Datails:  General Specific Qualifier
Number of Pages: 1
(
Further to my statement dated 16" April 2004 (16/04/2004) [ wish to add the following:

Jean had her operation to have her appendix removed sometime in the late 1970’ and not 1994 as

stated in my previous statement,

Signed:  E! STEVENS Signature witnessed by:
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General Medical Council

Dr Jane Barton

Statement of Ernest John Stevens

I, Ernest Stevens, will say as follows:
1. I am the husband of Jean Irene Stevens.

2. Exhibited to this statement and marked ES/1 is a copy of the witness statement dated
16 April 2004 I made in relation to my wife’s care.

3. Exhibited to this statement and marked ES/2 is a copy of my witness statement also
dated 16 April 2004 which corrects an operation date.

4, I can confirm that I have been given the opportunity to add to or amend this statement
and wish to make the following additions:

S. My wife did not see Dr Barton, or any other doctor, from the timme that she was
admitted to the hospital until the time that she died. I can be sure of this as I was by
her bedside the entire duration of her stay in the hospital.

6. I do not believe that my wife was in any sort of pain, and therefore did not require a
double dose of diamorphine, as she was not indicating any signs of pain or distress,
something which I would be able to identify as an ex-ambulance man.

7. My wife was not administered any fluids whatsoever from the time she was discharged
from Haslar until the time she died. As a result she was extremely dehydrated and was
also receiving unnecessary drugs to treat pneumonia, which she did not have, that
would have exacerbated her dehydration further.

8. I understand that my statement may be used in evidence for the purposes of a hearing
before the General Medical Council’s Fitness to Practise Panel and for the purposes of
any appeal, including any appeal by the Council for Healthcare Regulatory Excellence.
I confirm that I am willing to attend the hearing to give evidence if asked to do so.

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true

oo (COdE A  s-y3.2
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Ernest Stevens

Dated:
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General Medical Council

Dr. Jane Barton

Exhibit ES/1

This is the Exhibit marked “ES/1” referred to in the statement of Ernest Stevens:-

Statement dated 16 April 2004

6830271 vt
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~. RESTRICTED -
Suatement pumber: S211
DOCUMENT RECORD PRINT
STATEMENT PRINT
Surname: STEVENS
Foronames: ERNESTJOHN
Agoi T pate ot iny; | Code A |

Address: Code A

Occupation:  RETIRED AMBULANCE DRIVER

Telophone No: | Code A |

Statement Dale: 16/04/2004

Appearance Code: Height: 1.73 Build:
Hair Details: Position Style Colour

Eyes: / Comglexion:  /
Glasses: Use:

Accent Detalls:  General Spacitic Qualitier

Number of Pages:

Irene STEVENS , who died on

I live at the address known (o the Police. I am the widower of Jean
Bury Rd, Gosport. T have been

227 May 1999 (22/05/1999) at the Gosport War Memorial Hospital ,

asked to provide some background information about my wife.

iin Gosport, Hampshire. Her parents were Harry
all girls. Two of her sisiers died in

n and Iris died around the

My wife was bom oné Code A
and Eleanor Victoria COLLINGS . She was one of five children,
g like diphtheria or T.B. and her other sisters, Lillia

their teens due somethin

age of 70 years and 80 years.

Harry COLLINS died around the age of 79 years of bronchial pneurnoria and Eleanor died around

the age of 69 years from [ung cancer.
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“We had two children, Carol in 1946 and June in 1949, Both pregnancies w

GMC100432-0017

Statement number: 5211

DOCUMENT RECORD PRINT

My wife worked throughout her life as a shop assistant or canteen assistant.

ere straightforward with
no complications.

My wife was relatively healthy but in 1994 she began to experience stomach trouble, she was

experiencing a lot of pain and discomfort.

She was admitted to Haslar Hospital in Gosport for an exploratory operation, during which they

removed her appendix. The problem persisted and in 1996 she was again admitted to Haslar where

she was diagnosed as suffering from diverticulitis,  She underwent surgery and had a small part of

her bowel removed.

She went on to have two further operations on her bowel. Apparently she had lesions in her bowel

due to the operations and it was this that was causing her pain.

nd was prescribed pain killers.

As a result of this my wife was in constant pain a
pite this, she was fully mobile and able to

She also suffered from slight arthritis in her back, but des

get about without assistance.

On Sunday 25" Apri! 1999 (25/04/1999) we spent the day at home, Jean had cooked 4 roast dinner

and tidied everything away as usual. We had our usual night cap before Jean went to get ready for

bed.

I heard a thud and went to see what had happened, I found Jean lying semi conscious in the bathroom

I called an ambulance and Jean was taken to Haslar Hospital in the early hours of Monday 26"

Aprl.

By visiting hours that evening Jean was propped up in bed fully conscious. She had lost the use of

her left arm and leg but was fully alert and able to speak.
She had lost the ability to swallow and was being fed through a tube. She had to leam to swallow

again in order to be moved to a rehabilitation ward before she could come home,
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Statement nurnber: S211

DOCUMENT RECORD PRINT

Al one point it was thought that Jean had suffered a small heart attack and she was admilted into the

CCU (coronary care unit) at Haslar overmnight as a precaution. There were no other attacks and Jean

only spent one night in the unit.

I spent everyday with Jean and 1 could see her getting better. The slroke had only effected her left

side.

nd was reviewed by a Dr. LORD , from the Gosport War Memorial

Jean made very good progress 2
swallow for her to accept her on 1o the

IHospital, Dr LORD said that Jean had a sufficient enough

rehabililation ward at the Gosport War Memorial hospital, It was arranged that Jean would be

transferred (o the Gosport War Memorial hospital on Thursday 20" May 1999 (20/05/1999).

During the evening of Wednesday 19" May 1999 (19/05/1999), Jean was visited by June and her

husband Ted. I had spent the day with Jean as usual and June had come in after she had finished

work,
We were all in good spirits as Jean was moving towards coming home. We were planning a big

family party for when she came out of the War Memorial hospital.

I left Jean happy and in good spirits. I was told that Jean would be transferred to Dendalus ward

around lunch time the following day and that I should visit her at the Gosport War Memorial Hospital

after 1pm (1300 hrs).
At 1.30pm (1330hrs) on Thursday 20™ May 1999 (20/05/1999) 1 arrived at the ward. had to wait to

see Jean as the nurse said that they were settling her in.

nto a cubicle opposite the nurses desk, Saw that Jean was lying in bed with her eyes

She did not move , she did not speak, she did not

1 was shown i

closed. [ would describe her as being in a coma.

respond in myway to my being there, I was stunned by her condition.

I stayed with Jean all night, I sat next to her bed and held her hand.

I did not know what was going on or why Jean had deteriorated so quickly. No one came and told me

what was happening. [ was totally shocked and distraught.

WO0! OPERATION MIR0S5 T Printed on: 8 September, 2005 Page ) of 5
R 12:26

ROCHESTER




GMC100432-0019

- RESTRICTED:::

DOCUMENT RECORD PRINT

Statement number: S211

I could hear the noise of a machine coming from Jeans bed and I could smell a sickly smell. Tused to

work s an ambulance man and I recognised the smell as being morphine.

On Friday 21" May 1999 (21/05/1999), at some point during the afternoon, | was approached by a

He was a charge nurse or ‘sister’ on the ward. He said to me something along the

man called Phillip .
phine?

lines of 'your wife is in a [ot of pain, can we have your permission to double her mor

I did not understand what was happening but I was very concerned

I felt very confused and upset ,
n they knew best, [

for my wife’s well being. T thought that if the staff thought my wife was in pain the

gave my 'permission’ 1o Phillip for my wife's morphine to be increased.
P b P

He told me that he would phone Dr. BARTON for her permission to increase the dose.

Around 8.30pm (2030hrs) on Saturday 22" May 1999 (22/05/1999) Jean died.

From the time I saw her at the Gosport War Memorial Hospital, [ only saw her open her eyes once.

I never heard her make any sound at all, nor did [ see her give any physical indication that she was in

pain or discomfort.

I know that my wife had a syringe driver , [ saw the tube going into her stomach and I could hear the

sound of its motor.

After Jean died the driver was still going and [ asked the staff to switch it off after about haif an hour

as 1 could not stand the sound of it.

Jeans death certificate gives her cause of death as Cerebrovasculer accident, which I understand to

be a stroke.

Her death certificate was signed by Dr. BARTON.

My wifc is buried at Ann Hiil Cemetery, Gospott.
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'RESTRICTED

DOCUMENT RECORD PRINT

Siatement pumber: S211

Whilst Jean was at the Gosport War Memorial Hospital, [ never saw or spoke to any dactors and the

only person who spoke to me about my wife's condition was the male nurse Phillip on that one

occasion.

Signed: EJSTEVENS Signature witnessed by:
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General Medical Council

Dr. Jane Barton

Exhibit ES/2

This is the Exhibit marked “ES/2” referred to in the statement of Ernest Stevens:-

Second statement dated 16 April 2004

6639271 vt
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®

"Surname; STEVENS

Forenamas: ERNESTJOHN

Age: 77

GMC100432-0022

Statement number: S2ETA

DOCUMENT RECORD PRINT

STATEMENT PRINT

Address:

Occupation:  RETIRED

Telephone No.: | Code A

Statement Dale: 1G/04/2004

Appearance Cade:

Halir Details: Position

Eyes: !
Glasses:

Accent Details:  General

Number of Pages: |

Furthertom

Jean had her operation to have her appendix removed sometime in the

stated in my previous statement.

Signed: EJ STEVENS

WO! OPERATION MIRO05S
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y statement dated 16" April 2004 (16/04/2004) I wish to add the following:

Height:  1.73 Bulid:
Style Colour

Complexion:  /

Use:

Specific Qualifier

late 1970's and not 1994 as

Signature witnessed by:
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