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Press Cuttings Summary 

Sunday 27May 2009 

Direct Mentions 

Print Mentions 

The Independent on Sunday reports on the forthcoming fitness to practise hearing of Dr Jane Barton and how 

relatives of the deceased at the Gosport War Memorial Hospital, want the criminal case to be reopened after new 

pieces of evidence have emerged following recent inquests. The article looks at the processes of the GMC in relation 

of this case. 

The Sunday Mail reports how two GPs are to face a GMC hearing this week. Dr Agnas Wallace and Dr James Miller 

are accused of failing to carry out simple checks on a teenager who died of organ failure. 

The Church of Scotland is to campaign for terminally ill children to be given the right to refuse potentially life 
extending treatment. It believes that ’under-16s should be allowed to override their parents’ wishes and reject the 

advice of doctors.’ ’The article mentions GMC guidance. (The Sunday Times Scotland) 

Broadcast Mentions 

There are no broadcast mentions to note. 

Times Letters page and GMC published responses There are no letters to note. 

Other News 

The Sunday Telegraph reports how a nurse warned managers of the nel~lect at Stafford Hospital more than a year 

before it was exposed. The paper reports that the nurse has spoken to them because ’she fears the culture of 

bullying is so entrenched that patients will remain at risk unless changes are made’. The article states that ’her 

report said doctors and nurses were ordered to discharge critically ill patients and lie about how long others waited.’ 
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The Sunday Times reports how 35 chances to save Baby P’s life were missed by NHS staff. The article mentions that 

Dr Sabah AI-Zayatt and his GP have been suspended. 

The Sunday Herald reports on a pioneering project based in Glasgow which will soon enable trainee surgeons to 
operate on a digital simulation of the human body. 

Scotland on Sunday reports on a pensioner who is fighting for new rules that would provide compensation for 

people who suffered medical negligence before the establishment of the NHS. The pensioner was given a massive x- 

ray overdose on his hand in 1942 when he was six-years old. 

The Sunday Mirror reports how A&E doctor James Harrison is currently ’behind bars’ after being convicted of 

harassing a female medic. He will be sentenced in July. 

Headlines: 
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The Sunday Telegraph 
Delivery date : 17/05/2009 

Number of words : 745 

Nurse warned scandal - hit hospital 
<http://portal.moretha nnews.com/MiGIobalPdf/WebU I/Mtn.aspx?crypt=866CIGZfh%2fsMwLqiaORXLa4hOPyLXpd3 R 

aHZWhtpTfB22uOxWnvffygTVqtuNGa1> 

A NURSE warned managers about patient neglect at Stafford Hospital more than a year before one of the worst NHS 
scandals was publicly exposed, documents seen by The Sunday Telegraph show. The nurse, who worked at the 

hospital for four years, has spoken to this newspaper because she fears the culture of bullying is so entrenched that 

patients will remain at risk unless changes are made. 

GMC 

Independent on Sunday 

Delivery date : 17/05/2009 

Number of words : 717 
Relatives of Gosport dead want criminal case reopened 

<http://p~rta~.m~rethannews~c~m/MiG~~ba~Pdf/webU~/Mtn.aspx?crypt=866C~GZfh%2fsMwLqia~RxLZ%2fLn4%2b~Z 

xzlleQpkhOTOh90czH3h Eood BVVpDNTXDiY> 

The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) has been asked to reopen its investigation into a series of controversial deaths 

at Gosport War Memorial Hospital. Relatives are asking it to revive the inquiry after several pieces of new evidence 

emerged during recent inquests. Norman Lamb, the Liberal Democrat health spokesman, last night became the 

most senior MP to call for a public inquiry into the 92 deaths, which were investigated by Hampshire police between 

1998 and 2006. 

Miscellaneous 

The Sunday Times 

Delivery date : 17/05/2009 

Number of words : 138 
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Baby P blunders 

<http://p~rta~.m~rethannews~c~m/MiG~~ba~Pdf/~ebU~/Mtn.aspx?crypt=866C~G~fh%2fsMwLqia~RxLw82ME7pDN~ 

i0hj3d5M krm BrhrVbdYLqoBjHA%2bSYu3Tm> 

Thirty-five chances to save Baby P’s life were missed by NHS staff, according to an official report by the Care O,uality 

Commission published last Tuesday. The toddler was seen by health workers, nurses and consultants. The health 

watchdog ruled that any one of these could have detected the abuse he was suffering and saved him. 

GMC 

Sunday Mail 

Delivery date : 17/05/2009 

Number of words : 122 

GPs face rap over tragic teen’s death 
<http://p~rta~.m~rethannews.c~m/MiG~~ba~Pdf/webU~/Mtn.aspx?crypt=866C~GZfh%2fsMwLqia~RxLfeO‘1ss5c5qxp 

7eu DDu M qetyO.TUVW7pBCipHG rWOTgO.%2b> 

TWO GPs accused of failing to carry out simple checks on a teenager who died of organ failure face a General 

Medical Council hearing this week. 

Doctors 

Sunday Herald 

Delivery date : 17/05/2009 

Number of words : 682 
Scots’ 3D virtual body set to revolutionise doctor training 
<http://portal.moretha nnews.com/MiGIobalPdf/WebUI/Mtn.aspx?crypt=866CIGZfh%2fsMwLqiaORXLb2ZgleXS4Rvrl 
wHVCrlM Knco‘FOa%2fagFJ0zZhefNa4Ol> 

TRAINEE surgeons will soon be able to operate on a digital simulation of the human body, thanks to a pioneering 

project based in Glasgow hailed as one of the most important medical breakthroughs since keyhole surgery. 

NHS issues 

Scotland on Sunday 

Delivery date : 17/05/2009 

Number of words : 350 
Pensioner f ights for pre-NHS damages 
<http://p~rta~.m~rethannews~c~m/MiG~~ba~Pdf/webU~/Mtn.aspx?crypt=866C~GZfh%2fsMwLqia~RxLZvO‘~fh~rNdU F 

q%2fOco6igX3 F1ww%2bD%2f2d HWzObLId3M FI> 

A PENSIONER has begun a fight for new rules that would provide compensation to patients who suffered medical 

negligence before the establishment of the National Health Service. 

GMC 

The Sunday Times 

Delivery date : 17/05/2009 

Number of words : 606 
Kirk backs children’s right to refuse treatment 

<http://p~rta~~m~rethannews~c~m/MiG~~ba~Pdf/webU~/Mtn.aspx?crypt=866C~GZfh%2fsMwLqia~RxLaxtk~h~9fGqY~ 

KfOghG6UPE9M 1zSrzHWiEMwg%2fDySuM> 

THE Church of Scotland is to campaign for terminally ill children to be given the right to refuse potentially life 

extending treatment. 

Doctors 

Sunday Mirror 

Delivery date : 17/05/2009 

Number of words : 65 
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’Stalker’ doc rap 

<http://p~rta~.m~rethannews.c~m/MiG~~ba~Pdf/webU~/Mtn~aspx?crypt=866C~G~fh%2fsMwLqia~R~LRxpwwe1xwt 
HOSXUIkKhOhJ BfDulirC6OTO9KINmsrxp> 

Obssesive A& E doctor James Harrison is behind bars after being convicted of harassing a female medic. Harrison, 

who worked at the o,ueen’s Medical Centre in Nottingham, will be sentenced on July 13. 

Adhoc report Extracted from MorethanNews.com 

Folder : Temporary Inbox 
Delivery date : 16/05/2009 to : 16/05/2009 

Sector : All 

Keywords : 

Miscellaneous 

Evening Standard 

Delivery date : 15/05/2009 

Number of words : 315 

Great Ormond Street ’tried to hide Baby P failings with spin campaign’ 

<http://p~rta~.m~rethannews.c~m/MiG~ba~Pdf/webU~/Mtn~aspx?crypt=866C~GZfh%2fsMwLqia~RxLegxp~j8%2b4U 

k99Wt93PPDtEMJivsSKDjyRjWyxL6sEPS> 

Great Ormond Street Hospital has been accused of mounting a spin campaign to cover up its failings over the Baby P 

case. Lynne Featherstone, MP for Haringey where Baby P lived, said the children’s hospital’s chief executive, Jane 

Collins, "misled" the public after revelations about problems at the child protection clinic in St Ann’s Hospital, 

Tottenham, which Great Ormond Street runs. 
Miscellaneous 

Daily Express 

Delivery date : 16/05/2009 

Number of words : 417 
Baby in care died with 13 broken ribs 

<http://portal.moretha nnews.com/MiGIobalPdf/WebUI/Mtn.aspx?crypt=866CIGZfh%2fsMwLqia0RXLUAuzcFPlyh6A 

rusFptVWSAqGwYN E%2fTbM mO, QbGt Bco9W> 

Three months old Chelsey Essex died of a massive heart attack and 13 broken ribs after being placed with foster 

parents about whom social workers had raised concerns. She had been taken into care at birth because her drug- 

using mother had made her a heroin addict. A report by an independent review panel found that Chelsey’s injuries 

were inflicted after she was placed with foster parents in Rotherham, South Yorks, in January 2007. 

End of Life 

Yorkshire Post 
Delivery date : 1_5/05/2009 

Number of words : 267 
Public given say on care as life ends 

<http://p~rta~.m~rethannews.c~m/MiG~~ba~Pdf/webU~/Mtn.aspx?crypt=866C~GZfh%2fsMwLqia~RxLV8HfwG8n~22 

K%2f%2bllRG4aikuCkCjoc0wVsltKUi2qUgE> 

Millions of pounds is to be spent on improving end-of-life healthcare in Rotherham. 

GMC 

BMA News 
Delivery date : 16/05/2009 

Number of words : 219 
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Licence-to-practise plans win wide support 
<http://p~rta~~m~rethannews~c~m/MiG~~ba~Pdf/~ebU~/Mtn~aspx?crypt=866C~G~fh%2fsMwLqia~RxLeH6~n9Giw37 

w13zoBw%2fEnnhYr4rlA2m DsPf5hXjszUs> 

The GMC has said that its licence-to-practise proposals have won widespread support. 

GMC 

BMA News 
Delivery date : 16/05/2009 

Number of words : 10:~ 

Inquest prompts good practice warning 
<http://p~rta~~m~rethannews.c~m/MiG~~ba~Pdf/webU~/Mtn.aspx?crypt=866C~GZfh%2fsMwLqia~RxLfc9H MswrN Dn 

ehvM Fm7pPgu4a 1G9Z0jrhcAJ R5Sw0Hkn> 

The BMA has said that doctors should ensure they follow GMC good practice guidelines when handing over patients 

to colleagues. 

GMC 

BMJ (British Medical Journal) 
Delivery date : 16/05/2009 

Number of words : 88 

LATEST BLOGS 
<http://portal.moretha nnews.com/MiGIobalPdf/WebUI/Mtn.aspx?crypt=866CIGZfh%2fsMwLqia0RXLcnpla7xHX6rD 

FxM51eotRgLsFezBJCu7%2fbEkP4%2fplT2> 

Julia Riley, head of the Department of Palliative Medicine at London’s Royal Marsden Hospital, hopes to see a rise in 

the number of advance care plans after publication of guidance from the Royal College of Physicians and General 

Medical Council. 

Doctors 

Daily Telegraph 

Delivery date : :~6/05/2009 

Number of words : 64 

Shunned mother had meningitis 
<http://portal.moretha nnews.com/MiGIobalPdf/WebUI/Mtn.aspx?crypt=866ClGZfh%2fsMwLqia0RXLV97S1pOIROSs 

C63E4XvG3yn19wwfoi3eLTH E15xLpg2> 

A 37-year-old mother died from meningitis five days after doctors told her family to "stop fussing" because she only 

had a stomach bug. 

GMC 

BMJ (British Medical Journal) 
Delivery date : 16/05/2009 

Number of words : 203 

GMC seeks volunteers 
<http://p~rta~.m~rethannews.c~m/MiG~~ba~Pdf/webU~/Mtn.aspx?crypt=866C~GZfh%2fsMwLqia~RxLS~jFLxj~VCmv 

TXn0fQSfEafnZ6eWVoKFE%2 bl M bcwyfye> 

The General Medical Council is looking to recruit a second tier of doctors to help inform and influence the policies 

and decisions of the council. 

GMC 

Shields Gazette 
Delivery date : 14/05/2009 

Number of words : 354 

REGION in brief 
<http://p~rta~.m~rethannews.c~m/MiG~~ba~Pdf/webU~/Mtn.aspx?crypt=866c~GZfh%2fsMwLqia~RxLR~d Bf2dzcdud 

WOo EAffj rlRxJSz9S2cGAh nJO.z%2bZ4Ay> 

A doctor who carried out "sexually motivated" examinations on women has been struck off the medical register by 

the GMC. 

Miscellaneous 
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The Sun 

Delivery date : 16/05/2009 

Number of words : 75 

Tot nurse a bit rash 

<http://portal.moretha n news.com/MiGIobalPdf/WebUl/Mtn.aspx?crypt=866CIGZfh%2fsMwLqia0RXLS131M5nyuxXv 

5zd pMGjW7K997SBIC2yd Nzgtvg86vGS> 

A woman saved her toddler’s life after ignoring a nurse’s incorrect diagnosis when she correctly guessed her 

daughter had meningitis rather than chicken pox. 

GMC 

Sunderland Echo 
Delivery date : 14/05/2009 

Number of words : 340 

Doctor groped women during examinations 
<http://p~rta~.m~rethannews.c~m/MiG~~ba~Pdf/WebU~/Mtn.aspx?crypt=866C~GZfh%2fsMwLqia~RxLRH%2bc1Tsa~ 

m9kFxiwwOGrXGCGNOMbrZgH72RSwTSa9ew> 

A former Sunderland GP who conducted sexually-motivated examinations on three women has been struck off the 

medical register by the General Medical Council. 

GMC 

The News 
Delivery date : 14/05/2009 

Number of words : 361 

Inquests doctor is set to face hearing 
<http://p~rta~.m~rethannews.c~m/MiG~~ba~Pdf/WebU~/Mtn.aspx?crypt=866C~GZfh%2fsMwLqia~RxLWx2FG4UvE~~4 

oUvUmlbpqyevmncP9TJ MU7fMTajbaT2> 

The GP at the centre of the Gosport War Memorial Hospital inquests is to appear before the General Medical 

Council. 

GMC 

The Northern Echo 

Delivery date : 15/05/2009 

Number of words : 125 

Doctor to face GMC hearing 

<http://p~rtal.m~rethannews.c~m/MiGl~balPdf/WebUl/Mtn.aspx?crypt=866ClGZfh%2fsMwLqia~RXLTU~~fD%2fbYjs 

YaiJafhgbJm512Hb59LXOtGM HKiL5vxG> 

The doctor in charge of care at a hospital where medication contributed to the death of five patients is to face a 

Fitness to Practise hearing for alleged over-prescribing of painkillers, the General Medical Council (GMC) confirmed 

yesterday. 

GMC 

The Plymouth Herald 
Delivery date : 14/05/2009 

Number of words : 218 

City doctors will require a licence 
<http://p~rta~.m~rethannews.c~m/MiG~~ba~Pdf/WebU~/Mtn.aspx?crypt=866C~GZfh%2fsMwLqia~RxLRma1ME~w~9 

nhb96h7blgaiWOrwVEBjlXjjuUDcpTZLD> 

The General Medical Council is writing to Plymouth doctors ahead of a law change requiring them to hold a licence 

to practise. 

GMC 

Pulse 
Delivery date ¯ 13/05/2009 

Number of words ¯ 557 
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Demands with menaces 
<http://p~rta~~m~rethanne~s~c~m/MiG~~ba~Pdf/WebU~/Mtn.aspx?crypt=866~~G~fh%2fsMwLqia~RxLszesypj1%2fFj 

TA%2bSy4P9h56fo4aRHiDiEiUdFz10K%2fol> 

Copperfield column discussing patients demanding sick notes from their GP. Mention of how one patient called for a 

colleague of his to be referred to the GMC for not giving them what they want, 

Share your photos with Windows Live Photos - Free. Try it Now! 

<http://clk.atdmt.com/UKM/go/134665338/direct/01/> 
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10/28/2015 Relatives of Gosport dead demand new police inquiry I Health News I Lifestyle I The Independent 

 e auves oT  ospor  aeao  emand new po|ice inquiry 
Families threaten to boycott General Medical Council probe into deaths of elderly patients at Hampshire hospital 

By Ni~la Lakha.qi I Sunday 23 October 2011 

The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) has been asked to reopen 

its investigation into a series of controversial deaths at Gosport 

War Memorial Hospital. Relatives are asking it to revive the 

inquiry after several pieces of new evidence emerged during 

recent inquests. 

Norman Lamb, the Liberal Democrat health spokesman, last 

night became the most senior MP to call for a public inquiry into 

the 92 deaths, which were investigated by Hampshire police 

between 1998 and 2006. 
~ ZEBRA 

Mr Lamb told Tl¢e b~delaendent on S,~nday that he will this week 

write to ]ack Straw, the Secretary of State for ]ustice, and Alan 

Iohnson, the Health Secretary, supporting calls from relatives, 

the Portsmouth coroner, Hampshire police and lawyers for an 

independent investigation into the deaths at Gosport. 

You might have missed 

it, but two important 

internet bills just got 

passed 

His move comes just weeks before the General Medical Council 

will hear an inquiry into Jane Barton, the doctor at the heart of 

many of the allegations about the deaths at Gosport. Several 

families are threatening to boycott the proceedings in a vote of 

no confidence after the GMC refused to allow them legal 

representation. 

Quiz: Are you a 

gent[eman? 

Stet[a Creasy gave a 

fantastic speech on why 

http://www.i ndependent.co, uk/life- style/health-and- fam i lies/health- news/relatives-of-gosport- dead-dem and- new- poli ce-inqui ry- 1686290,htm I 1/4 



GMC000596-0009 

10/28/2015 Relatives of Gosport dead demand new police inquiry I Health News t Lifestyle I The Independent 

Mr Lamb added his voice to the mounting condemnation of the 

GMC, which stands accused of failing to deal properly and 

promptly with serious complaints of professional misconduct 

against Dr Barton. 

tampons are not a luxury 
item (even though most 

MPs st[t[ think they are) 

John White, a solicitor from the law firm Blake Lap[horn, said: 

"The medical evidence in these cases and the GMC processes are 

all so complicated that legal representation would enable the 

relatives to participate fully. By saying no, the GMC is effi~ctively 

shutting them, and all their vast knowledge, out, which poses a 

risk to achieving a successful prosecution." 

He added: "We are in this for the long hau!. If the CPS refuses to 

re-open the criminal case and the Government refuses calls for a 

public inquiry, then our only option will be to get all the 

evidence in front of a iudge through a group clinical negligence 

claim. We will get the answers whatever it takes." 

The GMC’s disciplinary pa~el, to be convened on 8 Iune, will 

Andrew Lloyd Webber 

really did fly back from 

New York and vote for 

tax credit cuts 

Why George Osborne 

only has himself to 

blame for the current 

’constitutional crisis’ 

MOST POPULAR 

Arkansas rejects 
cannabis [egalisation 
due to ’spelling errors’ 

Chemists explain 
examine Dr Barton’s role in 12 cases in which patients died. The ~2~] exactly how death feels 
hearing comes seven years after the GMC was first warned about 

the deaths of elderly patients under her care. Relatives are angry 

that the GMC allowed Dr Barton to continue working 

unrestricted as a GP until last ]ulyo 

Several earlier dates for a disciplinary hearing, going back to 

2002, were postponed while investigations continued. It was 

deferred last September after the GMC decided to wait for the 

inquests to take place. 

But Gill[an Mackenzie° who was the first to raise the alarm after 

the death of her mother, Gladys Richards, aged 91, in 1998, is 

outraged because her mother’s inquest is still outstanding. Mrs 

Mackenzie believes the GMC’s refusal to reschedule her 

mother’s case could ieopardise the inquest. 

’Food poverty and cuts’ 
prompt rise m 
’Victorian’ diseases in 
England 

Man drunkenly books 
holiday to Brazil and 
has a great time 

Saudi actor arrested by 
religious poiice for 
taking se[fies with fans 

15 New Cars To Avoid t Forbes 
Forbes 

Peter Walsh, from Action Against Medical Accidents, said: 

"First, why were the original concerns of patients’ relatives 

dismissed? Second, why did it take so long until the GMC 

imposed an interim order to protect the public"). t1~ they were 

right to act to protect the public in 2008, this means that they 

have left the public at unnecessary risk for years when they 

already had the information they needed from relatives, if they 

would only listen. 

This Woman’s Tattoo Has A Hidden 
Message And It Is Going Viral 

53% of Brits fee[ they’re being 

underpaid. Calculate how you’re wor... 
I~dependent to~ Vabae~4yCV 

"There should be a wholesale review of the procedures to refocus 

them on what should be the overriding priority - protection of 

the public." 

Drop Dead Gorgeous News Anchors (30 

Photos) 

The GMC would not comment on any aspect of the case against 

Dr Barton but insists all its decisions have been based on the 

evidence available to it and in the public’s best interests. 

Aged 35 he speaks 11 languages - his 
11 tricks to [earn any language 
Babbe{ 

A spokeswoman defended the decision to refuse relatives the 

right to legal representation. The relatives will face questions as 

witnesses but cannot make available information they have 

discovered through their own investigations. 

Sponsored Links by Taboola 

Mr Lamb said: "This case raises fundamental concerns about the 

way the GMC operates and its apparent failure to protect patient 

safety. While it is absolutely right to follow the principle of 

innocent until proven guilty, this does not mean steps to protect 

the public from potential risks cannot be taken, something which 

http://www .i ndependent.co, uk/li re-style/health-and-ram ill es/heatth- news/rel atives- of-gos port-dead-dem and- new- police-i nqui ry- 1686290. html 2/4 
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has clearly not happened in this case. ...... 

"Given that lives were lost in circumstances which cause serious 

concern, it is truly extraordinary that this has dragged on for so 

many years," 

More about: i /’.\~an Johnson } Hea[thcare / lustice i Law 
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Watch George Osborne being told his chances of being PM have ’gone up in 

smoke’ - he doesn’t like it 
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outside KFC in ’have gone up in 

Croydon over alteged smoke’ says SNP 

’mum diss’ 
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Source: http ://www.portsmouth.co.uk/news/local/dr-jane-barton-to- face-gmc-hearing- 1 - 1231855 

Dr Jane Barton to face GMC hearing 
10:20 Thursday 14 May 2009 ll:57Tuesday 12 May 2009 

The GP at the centre of the Gosport War Memorial Hospital inquests is to 
appear before the General Medical Council. 

A five-strong panel will examine the case of Dr Jane Barton, costing at least 100,000. 

The panel has powers to issue a warning, remove Dr Barton from the medical register or 

suspend or place conditions on her registration. 

[717171~_0.-i~?ii~-iTiTiTi]spokeswoman fbr the GMC, said it has had to wait for police investigations 

and inquests to be heard before it could hold the hearing. 

She said: ’GMC investigations have to take account of other investigations such as criminal 

ones which take precedence.’ 

The heating comes after 22 days of inquests into the deaths of 10 elderly patients at the Bury 

Road hospital. 

In three cases the jury said high doses of strong painkillers given by family GP Dr Barton - a 

partner at the Forton Medical Centre in Whites Place, Gosport - were inappropriate. But the 

jury concluded that all 10 deaths were from natural causes. 

Dr Barton was in day-to-day charge of the now defunct Daedalus and Dryad wards at 

Gosport War Memorial where the patients died between 1996 and 1999. 

She is now subject to seven conditions placed on her by the GMC including a temporary ban 

on prescribing painkiller diamorphine. 

Dr Barton must also restrict her prescribing of tranquiliser diazepam in-line with medical 

guidance. 

The exact cost of the 53-day hearing has not yet been revealed. But lay members are to be 

paid 300 a day, and a legal advisor will be paid 500 daily. Doctors serving on the panel will 

be able to charge locum expenses to the GMC. 

Dr Barton declined to comment when approached by The News. 
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FACT FILE 

Dr Jane Barton was the only doctor investigated in relation to the death of 10 elderly patients 

at Gosport War Memorial Hospital. 

A damning report published by the then Commission for Health Irnprovement in 2002 found 

patients were being put at risk. 

The deaths were subject to three inquiries by Hampshire Police and a probe by the Crown 

Prosecution Service - which decided in November 2006 that no charges would be brought. 

>> Vote in our latest web poll. 


