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TOP STORIES/DIRECT MENTIONS 

GMC defends guidance on social media anonymity 
BMJ Careers (Web), 10/04/2013, p. O, Unattributed 
The General Medical Council has defended its new guidelines on doctors’ use of social media after criticism that it may infringe 
human rights. The GMC says its advice that doctors should identify themselves by name online represents good practice, and 
doctors who remain anonymous will not face fitness to practise proceedings, unless they have breached patient confidentialy or 
bullied and harassed colleagues. 
Article 

MDU expands legal team to tackle increasing complaints and claims 
Anasthesia UK (Web), 09/04/2013, p. O, Unattributed 
The Medical Defence Union has taken on extra staff to deal with an unprecedented level of complaints against dentists and 
doctors. The newly expanded team will deal with a range of legal issues, including complaints to the General Medical Council and 
General Dental Council. 
Article 

Performance at MRCP(UK): when should trainees sit examinations? 
Clinical Medicine, 01/04/2013, p. 166, Unattributed 
A paper analysing candidate performances in the three components of the MRCP(UK) examinations to establish when they are 
most likely to pass. The General Medical Council have recently asked the Royal Colleges and faculties to put a limit on the number 
of attempts made to pass each component. 
Article 

FITNESS TO PRACTISE 

Fraudster doctor is struck off 
IOM Examiner, 08/04/2013, p. 1, Unattributed 
Dr Dirk Hohmann, a German doctor who failed to disclose fraud convictions to the General Medical Council when registering as a 
doctor, has been struck off by a Medical Practitioners Tribunal Service panel in Manchester. 
Article 

GP faces panel over allegation 
Shields Gazette, 08/04/2013, p. 3, Unattributed 
Dr Rajith Ramachandran is due to appear before a General Medical Council Fitness to Practice panel on charges of carrying out a 
’sexually motivated’ examination of a female patient, on four separate occasions. 
Article 

’Drugs ensured my mother’s death’ 
Business Matters (Web), 09/04/2013, p. O, Unattributed 
The daughter of Gladys Richards, who died at Gosport War Memorial Hospital in 1998, has said her mother was ’condemned to 
death’ by the medication that she was given. Following a previous inquest into the deaths of ten other patients, the General 
Medical Council ruled that Dr Jane Barton was guilty of multiple instances of professional misconduct including use of inappropriate 
drugs. 
Article 

Hospital ’condemned mother to death’ 
BBC (Web), 09/04/2013, p. O, Unattributed 
An inquest has heard that Gladys Richards, who died at Gosport War Memorial Hospital in 1998, was ’condemned to death’ by the 
medication that she was given. Following a previous inquest into the deaths of ten other patients, the General Medical Council 
ruled that Dr Jane Barton was guilty of multiple instances of professional misconduct relating to deaths at the same hospital. 
Article 

Dr Amit Banerjee 
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Hart/epoo/ Mail, 09/04/2013, p. 3, Unattributed 
Correction: The Hartlepool Mail previously carried a story that Dr Amit Kumar Banerjee that said he had admitted sexally motivated 
conduct towards two women patients. Dr Banerjee and the Medical Practitioners Tribunal Service have said that he has not 
admitted any misconduct, and the allegations against him which he will face at a MPTS hearing relate to only one woman. 
Article 

’When they told me T had cancer, Z just collapsed’ 
Blackpool Gazette, 09/04/2013, p. 4, Emmaharris 
Louise Barratt, who was diagnosed with breast cancer two months after a lump was deemed to be harmless feels she has been 
failed by Blackpool Victoria Hospital. The radiologist no longer works in the NHS and the matter has been reported to the General 
Medical Council, who did not comment on the case. 
Article 

’When they told me 1~ had cancer, I just collapsed’ 
Blackpoo/ Gazette (Fleetwood), 09/04/2013, p. 4, Emmaharris 
Louise Barratt, who was diagnosed with breast cancer two months after a lump was deemed to be harmless feels she has been 
failed by Blackpool Victoria Hospital. The radiologist no longer works in the NHS and the matter has been reported to the General 

Medical Council, who did not comment on the case. 
Article 

MID-STAFFS 

GPs to be judged on how ’caring’ they are for patients, says CQC 
Pulse Today (Web), 09/04/2013, p. O, Unattributed 
Article 

Does compliance make a facility safe? 
Health Estate Journal (Web), 09/04/2013, p. O, Unattributed 
Article 

DH may appoint chief inspector for primary care to rate services 
Independent Nurse (Web), 09/04/2013, p. O, Unattributed 
Article. 

Anna Bradley, chair of Healthwatch England: standing up for patients 
guardian.co.uk (Web), 09/04/2013, p. O, David Brindle 
Article 

NHS staff will have ’duty’ to speak out 
Craven Herald & Pioneer, 04/04/2013, p. 23, Newsdesk 
Article 

OTHER NEWS 

Keogh defends Leeds stoppage as heart surgery cleared to resume 
Health Service Journal (Web), 09/04/2013, p. O, Unattributed 
Article 

Leeds Hospital’s ’Own Data’ Stopped Surgery 
Sky News (Web), 09/04/2013, p. O, Unattributed 
Article 

NHS CHIEF DEFENDS HALTING HEART OPS 
Daily Star (Web), 09/04/2013, p. O, Unattributed 
Article 

Children’s heart surgery suspended over inaccurate data 
Public Service (Web), 09/04/2013, p. O, Unattributed 
Article 

Heart unit campaigners urge probe 
MSN UK (Web), 09/04/2013, p. 0, Unattributed 
Article 

Surgery was halted over ’poor’ data 
BBC (Web), 09/04/2013, p. O, Unattributed 
Article 

NHS chief defends closing heart unit despite errors 
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The Daily Telegraph, 10/04/2013, p. 16, Unattributed 
Article 

Leeds ops to resume amid bullying claims 
Staff Nurse (Web), 09/04/2013, p. O, Unattributed 
Article 

NHS chief defends closing heart unit despite errors 
The Daily Telegraph (Scotland)*, 10/04/2013, p. 16, Unattributed 
Article 

’Lives put at risk’ as hospital forced to suspend heart surgery 
Craven Herald & Pioneer, 04/04/2013, p. 12, Lindsay Moore 
Article 

Campaigners urge Hunt to investigate Leeds closure 
i (The paper for today), 10/04/2013, p. 19, Unattributed 

Calls for inquiry into Leeds heart closure 
i (The paper for today), 10/04/2013, p. 4, Unattributed 
Article 

Leeds demand 
The Journal (Newcastle Upon Tyne), 10/04/2013, p. 6, Unattributed 
Article 

NHS chief defends halting heart ops 
Belfast Telegraph (Web), 09/04/2013, p. 0, Unattributed 
Article 

Heart unit campaigners urge probe 
Belfast Telegraph (Web), 09/04/2013, p. O, Unattributed 
Article 

The friends and family test is unfit for purpose 
guardian.co.uk (Web), 09/04/2013, p. O, Unattributed 
Article 

Hundreds of Iocums not being paid for appraisal 
GP Online (Web), 09/04/2013, p. O, Marina Soteriou 
Article 

New CKS service launced 
NICE (Web), 09/04/2013, p. 0, Unattributed 
Article 

My mother was sent to A&E alone 
The Guardian, 10/04/2013, p. 38, L ynne Wallis 
Article 

GP practice pilots innovation 
Stretford & Urmstom Advertiser, 03/04/2013, p. 9, Unattributed 
Article 

Seventeen deaths after hospital safety incidents 
The Argus, 09/04/2013, p. 14, Siobhan Ryan 
Article 

NHS Trust sees ’green shoots’ of improvement 
The Bolton News, 09/04/2013, p. 9, Jessica Bell 
Article 

Mum died as family waited six hours for doctor to visit 
Evening Star (Ipswich), 09/04/2013, p. 2, Lizzie Parry 
Article 

Don’t privatise health services on front line 
Hereford Times, 04/04/2013, p. 17, Unattributed 
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Article 

Why trust is facing the need for radical change 
Hereford Times, 04/04/2013, p. 6, Unattributed 
Article 

Standing up for patients 
The Guardian, 10/04/2013, p. 40, David Brindle 
Article 

Doctor ’prepared’ to carry out life-saving abortion 
i (The paper for today), 10/04/2013, p. 21, Sarah Stack 
Article 

Doctor tells inquest that she ’was prepared to abort baby’ 
Western Morning News (Devon), 10/04/2013, p. 15, Unattributed 
Article 

Alert system put in place after death of Savita Halappanavar 
Irish Times (Web), 09/04/2013, p. O, Unattributed 
Article 

Savita Halappanavar’s doctor had planned to go ahead with termination 
Belfast Telegraph (Web), 10/04/2013, p. O, Unattributed 
Article 

Doctor was prepared to abort baby 
The News Letter, 10/04/2013, p. 14, 
Article 

Savita doctor had planned termination 
Irish Independent, 10/04/2013, p. 1, 
Article 

Savita’s doctor had planned 
Irish Independent, 10/04/2013, p. 1213, 
Article 

Witness says midwife refused abortion saying: ’It’s a Catholic thing’ 
Irish Times (Web), 10/04/2013, p. 2, 
Article 

Alert system put in place in Galway hospital after death 
Irish Times (Web), 10/04/2013, p. 2, 
Article 

Consultant refused termination over legal position’, she tells Galway inquest 
Irish Times (Web), 10/04/2013, p. 1, 
Article 

Savita eventually told termination was only option, consultant obstetrician says 
Irish Times (Web), 10/04/2013, p. 2, 
Article 

Consultant and patient at odds over pregnancy 
Daily Mail (Ireland)*, 10/04/2013, p. 22, 
Article 

Whittington: Who knew what, when? 
Islington Tribune, 29/03/2013, p. 1, Tom Foot 
Article 

Two-year-old bled to death after medics failed to act 
Yorkshire Post, 10/04/2013, p. 1, Martin Slack 
Article 

Media mistakes fuelled outbreak 
The Journal (Newcastle Upon Tyne), 10/04/2013, p. 24, Unattributed 
Article 
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Hospital grievances on the rise 
Dumfries & Galloway Standard (Wednesday), 10/04/2013, p. 3, Unattributed 
Article 

Inspectors call at Monklands Hospital 
Airdrie & Coatbridge Advertiser, 10/04/2013, p. 9, Judith Tonner 
Article 

Jail medics cleared over killer’s death 
Daily Record, 10/04/2013, p. 2, Unattributed 
Article 

New line for staff to voice concerns 
Ayrshire Post, 05/04/2013, p. 12, Unattributed 
Article 

Measles: New alert as cases rise again 
Western Mail, 10/04/2013, p. 1, Julia Mcwatt 
Article 

Phone line for NHS staff 
Helensburgh Advertiser, 04/04/2013, p. 10, Unattributed 
Article 

’Dramatic change’ in Savita health 
Belfast Telegraph (Web), 09/04/2013, p. O, Unattributed 
Article 

Almost 60 referrals over child protection 
Banbridge Leader, 09/04/2013, p. 4, 
Article 

Focus shifts to differences between hospital staff on events surrounding death 
Irish Times (Web), 10/04/2013, p. 3, 
Article 

Family’s fury as Poots tells them: I can’t help in broken bones probe 
Belfast Telegraph - North West, 10/04/2013, p. 13, by Donna Deeney and Deborah Mcaleese 
Article 
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Gladys Richards: ’Condemned to death’ by Gosport 
hospital 

9 April 2013 Hampshire & Isle of Wight 

A 91-year-old woman who died at a 
Hampshire hospital was "condemned 
to death" by the medication she was 
given, an inquest has heard. 

Gladys Richards was admitted to Gosport 

War Memorial Hospital (GWMH) in 

August 1998 to recuperate after a hip 
operation following a fall. 

She died five days later, having been 

given diamorphine on a continuous basis. 

The hearing at Portsmouth Guildhall is 

expected to last nine days. 

Inquests into 10 other deaths at the 

hospital in 2009 found that drugs were a 

contributory factor in some cases. 

Her daughters Gillian Mackenzie and Lesley O’Brien have campaigned for several years 

for a full inquest. 

Giving evidence, Mrs Mackenzie, 79, from Eastbourne, East Sussex, described how her 

mother, who had dementia, was living at Glen Heathers Nursing Home in Lee-on-the- 

Solent when she fell. 

She had a hip operation at Royal Haslar Hospital in Gosport and was transferred to 

GWMH for rehabilitative care. 

’Close to death’ 

But after a further fall she returned to Royal Haslar where the replacement hip was 

manipulated back into place. 

When Mrs Mackenzie visited her mother back at GWMH she found her "moaning" and in 

http:/hNww .bbc.co.uk/news/uk- england- ham pshire- 22080969 1/8 
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10/23/2015 Gladys Richards: ’Condemned to death’ by Gosport hospital - BBC News 

"pain". 

She was then diagnosed as having a haematoma - a tumour of clotted blood - and Mrs 

Mackenzie said medical staff told her she was not well enough to undergo treatment for it. 

She said she was told by nurse manager Philip Beed: "1 am going to make her life easier 

by giving her a shot of diamorphine." 

Mrs Mackenzie said: "1 said ’No you will not. Are you talking about a case of euthanasia, 

as I will not tolerate euthanasia?’" 

Explaining her comments, Mrs Mackenzie 

said: "If they are giving diamorphine to 

someone who is nowhere near to death, 
why else is it? 

"1 said, ’then I would prefer her to go to 
the Royal Haslar Hospital unless she was 

so close to death that she would die in 
the ambulance,’ and Philip Beed said ’It’s 

possible’." GiJ;an ~lackenzle said she hoped tn,~ inquest 

would answer 8 number of questior~s 

Mrs Richards was then given 
diamorphine administered through a 

syringe driver - a device which continuously administers drugs. 

"She must have had a considerable reserve of strength to survive five days when she had 

a diet of diamorphine and no hydration whatsoever," her daughter told the hearing. 

She added: "1 believe a decision was made, for reasons I do not accept, to reject 

treatment options which would have given my mother a chance to recover, and palliative 

treatment was commenced and condemned my mother to death." 

In 2009, inquests into the deaths of 10 other patients at the same hospital in the late 

1990s were held. 

The jury found that medication contributed to the deaths of five of the patients and that 

three of these were given "unsuitable medication". 

The General Medical Council later ruled that Dr Jane Barton, who was a clinical assistant 
at the hospital, was guilty of multiple instances of professional misconduct relating to 12 

patients who died at the hospital. 

Hampshire Constabulary conducted an investigation into the deaths of 92 elderly patients 

at GWMH but no prosecutions have been brought. 

htlp://www .bbc.co.uk/news/uk- engl and- ham pshi r e-22080969 2/8 
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More on this story 

Gladys Richards Gosport War Memorial Hospital death: Inquiry date set 
11 May 2012 

Unlawful killing claim sparked inquiry 
20 April 2009 

Patient’s bleeding not diagnosed 
6 April 2009 

Doctor denies ’end of line’ ward 

3 April 2009 

Morphine ’shortened man’s life’ 

31 March 2009 

Inquest hears man was ’executed’ 

27 March 2009 

Related Internet links 

HM Courts Service 

Hampshire Police 

The BBC is not responsible for the content of external Internet sites 

Hampshire & Isle of Wight 

Frogman files show spy op blunders 

30 minutes ago England 

’No other wind farm’ for Navitus site 

5 hours ago England 
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