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War Memorial doctor to hear her fate early in 
new year 

ADVERTISEMENT 
Published Dale: 22 August 2009 
The doclor at lhe centre of elderly patient deaths at a hospital could face harsh consequences for her 

actions -even if she is not struck off. 
A General Medical Council disciplina~’ panel has a choice of five sanctions if they find Jane Barton’s fitness 

to practise is impaired. 

Dr Barton - pictured right - has admitted a string of allegations relating to her care and treatment of ! 2 
patients at Gosport War Memorial Hospital between t996 and 1999, 

The News reported yesterday that lbllowing a I 0-week hearing the five-strong panel has found her guilty of 
prescribing ’potentially hazardous’ doses of powerful painkillers and sedatives to patients on Dryad and 

Daedalus wards where she was clinical assistant. 

Examining the GP’s conduct they also tbund wide dose ranges she prescribed could have led to some patients 
being overdosed, 

They said she was guil~ of poor note-keeping and prescribing drugs that were inappropriate and not in the 
best interests o1" some patients, 

The panel has now adjourned and will reconvene in January. 

"[’hey will then hear legal submissions relating to 220 charges proved and then decide whether those findings 
amount to serious professional misconduct by Dr Barton. 

The panel will then decide what sanctions - if any - should be imposed. 

It has already found evidence ’would not be insufficie at to support her being found guilty of serious 

professional misconduct. 

A General Medical Council spokesman said: ’lfthe panel concludes that the doctor’s fitness to practise is 
impaired, the foflowing sanctions are available - to take no action, to accept undertakings offered by the 
doctor provided the panel is satisfied that such undertakings protect patients and the wider public interest, to 
place conditions on the doctor’s registration, to suspend the doctor’s registration or to erase the doctor’s name 

from the medical register, so that they can no Ionaer prachs . 

Dr Barton - who denies serious professional misconduct- is subject to seven restrictions on her license 
imposed after the General Medical Council launched its investigation in July last year, 

"they include a ban on prescribing the powerful painkiller diamorphine. 
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Dr Jane Barto~ was found ~ilty of a~lt=8’not in the best interests’ of elderly patients at the Gosport War Memorial Hospital 

COPYRIGHT: Extracted by TNS Media Intelligence. The contents of the publication from which these 
extracts have been taken are copyright works and without prior permission may not be copied or 
otherwise reproduced (even for internal purposes) or resold or scanned to an internet/intranet site. 


