
GMC000224-0001 

Date 21 August 2009 
Page 11 
Scale 100% 

26047767 

’Dangerous’ 
doctor still 
fine to rk 
By Ross McGuinness 

THE fatuities ,ff 12 patients who died 

h~ tim 1990s I"uce ;molher dchLv to lind 
(,u~ if the doctor wh~) prescribed them 
hinge tk)xes of tx~wcrful pai~:killers 
wi!l be sn~ck off. 

The General Medical Council yes- 
mrday ~aid thc~. w&s enough evidence 
m suplmrt a fittdiug of serous mi~- 
conduct aguinst Dr Jane ~arton -- but 
it wuuld wait un61 next year m decide 

whe,~ to h~)ld a hearing. 
The GMC yesterday fi)und Dr Bat~ 

{on guilty of wrongly pre~crihi~*g 
large doses of diamorphiue a**d mida- 
z~kun. It was done m "keep patients 
quiet’, the D’mel be;ltd. 

She still works - at Forton Medical 
Ce,m~ in G,sgwt -- ~t is banned 
fi¢zn presc~bi~g diamo~ghi~e. 

Dr ~a~o~ oversaw [wo w~t~x~s ~t 
Gosport War Memorial Hospital in 
Poasmouth from 1996 to 1999. 

[~lice investigated her ,x.er 92 
deaths bm she ~,gs never chargc~. Dr 

Hearing: 
Dr Jane 
Barton 
faces 
being 
struck 
off 

Barton. branded a "momter" by rela- 
tives of the dead palicnts, h;ts admit- 

ted presc~blng "~tentially hazard- 
ous’ do~ages to I I of the 12 putie,ts 
in question - all ~nsioners. 

Leslie Pitt~k. 82. was given six 
times ~. mctunmended dose of mi- 
daz)~lam in 1996, which ’shm~ened 
his life’, t~ heating was told. 

And Dr Batxon told patient Alice 
Wilkic. 8!. "it x~tm’~ he long now’ atz 
ter gNing her a large dose ~#" pai~ll- 
ors in 1998. the panel heard. 
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m e~,,a l,, ~ei,.~uence 

Doctor may be struck off 
over high drug doses 

A doc tot who prescribed "po temially 
a rdous~ levels of drugs to el derl y patients 
moved a step closer to beingst tuck off yes- 
terday. Dr Jane Barton faced a catalogue 
of allegations about her treatment of 12 
patients at the Gosport War Memodal 
hospital in Hampshire between January 
1996 and November 1999. ;She admitted 
a series of a{legations about dose levels 
ot’painkilters and opiates that em~ld have 
sedative effects on patients. The General 
Medical Council said further evidence 

would be heardin order todecide whether 
Barton was guilty o(’ serious prof~ssfonai 
miscondttct. E& 
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