
Families with relatives who died in Gosport War 
Memorial Hospital are happy that a panel look at 

dozens of unexplained deaths. ELISE BREWERTOR 
reports on a long campaign for justice 

R 
elatives of patients 
who died unexpect- 
edly at Gosport War 

¯ Memorial Hospital 
I have welcomed the 

announcement of a major 
inquiry into the deaths. 

Health minister Norman 
Lamb yesterday confirmed a 
panel headed by the former 
Bishop of Liverpool the 
Right Rev James Jones, who 
chaired the Hillsborough 
inquir~, would look into 92 
deaths at the hospital in the 
1990s. 

Ernest Stevens, whose wife 
Jean died on Daedalus ward 
in 1999, said: ’This should 
have happened before now. 

’The entire thing needs 
looking into. From day one 
it was wrong. When I spoke 
to my wife the night before 
she was moved from Haslar 
to the War Memorial hospital 
she was bonny and she was 
talking to us. 

’I went in the next day and 
she was in a coma.’ 

Mrs Stevens, a great- 
grandmother from Fareham, 
was one of scores of patients 
whose deaths were looked 
into by Professor Richard 
Baker whose review was 
finally published last year. 

The findings of the report 
revealed an over-prescription, 
and in some cases over-use, 
of opiates, and that note- 
taking had been poor. 

The Baker report took 
10 years to become public 
after the police probes and 
inquests were completed. It 
also found Dr Jane Barton, 
who was in charge of the now 
defunct wards, had a higher 
percentage of patients whose 
cause of death was put down 
to bronchopneumonia, and 
prescribed a higher number - 
of opiates before a patient’s 
death. 

It also found there ’were no 
clear clusters of deaths’, but 
the proportion of patients 
at Gosport who did receive 
opiates before death was 
~’remarkably high’. 

An inquiry by the General 
Medical Council into Dr 
Barton’s fitness to practise 

was no 

ustification for the powerful 
and sedatives 

Stevens, 73, 
two days after being 
for rehabilitation. 

It was also found that some 
of the drugs prescribed were 
inappropriate, 

not in 
Stevens’ 

Dr Barton did not seek 
advice when Mrs 

keeping. 
The panel was not satisfied 

Mrs Stevens was properly 
assessed before being given 
strong drugs. 

Mr Stevens, 88, said: ’I 
know my wife did not die of 
pneumonia. She never saw 
Dr Barton when she was in 
hospital but a prescription 
was made out for her before 
she even arrived. 

’This has dragged on for 
so long- it should have been 
dealt with long ago. 

’Every time something new 
comes up we get very upset 
but we need answers. 

’We (the victims’s families) 
are all in the same position. 
This is for all of us.’ 

Marjorie Bulbeck’s mother 
Dulcie Middleton was 
transferred to Gosport War 
Memorial Hospital (GWMH) 
for rehabilitation from Haslar 
Hospital after her health 
improved following a stroke 
in 2001. 

But her condition deterio- 
rated rapidly once she was 
admitted to GWMH and Mrs 
Bulbeck, from Southbourne, 
fought to have her moved to 
Petersfield Cottage Hospital 
where she died, aged 86. 

Mrs Bulbeck, 72, has since 
received an apology from 
the NHS about her mother’s 
treatment at GWMH which 
she sums up as ’lack of food, 
lack of water, lack of care’. 

She said: ’When I first 
started this I thought I was 
the only one. It quickly 
became clear this was 
happening on a wide scale. 

’I’m so pleased that there 
will finally be an inquiry. 

’There are 90 families who 
have been caused distress, 
have been sending letters 
looking for answers. 

’We’re not going to bring 
them back but I think we 
need, for our own peace of 
mind, to think that we have 
done something for them 
to prove that they were not_ 
looked after properly. And 
to see things improve in the 
future.’ 

Following Prof Baker’s 
report Mr Lamb met families 
to decide what action to take. 

Beryl Wilson said her late 
husband Mike would have 
been ’thrilled’ that an inquiry 
is finally taken place. 

He was one of the first to 
call for an inquiry after his 
mother Edna Purnell died 
aged 91 at GWMH in 1998. 

Mrs Wilson from 
said: ’Mike : 
for this but in gave 

as he 
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Minister says 
CARE and support minister 
Norman Lamb has been 
looking into the deaths at 
Gosport War Memorial 
Hospital for several years. 

In a statement he said: 
’The events at Gosport War 
Memorial hospital have 
caused immense distress to 
the families of the patients 
who died. 

’I was deeply concerned 
by the findings of the Baker 
report, and I am confident 
that the ~           of 
Bishop James Jones to cha~ 
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tions of the f 
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he wants to get to the bottom of ’shocking events’ 
¯ gation was expected to take 
about two years and would 
review the evidence held by 
a number of organisations, 
including investigations 
by police, NHS the General 
Medical Council and 
inquests. 

Mr Lamb worked closely 
with Iain Wilson, from 
Gosport, whose father 

Robert, 74, died at the 1998, 
and the cause of death was 
put down to bronchopneu- 
monia. 

Mr Wilson died four weeks 
ago without knowing the 
inquiry was about ~o be 
announced. 

Gosport MP Caroline 
Dinenage also welcomed the 

inquiry. 
She said: ’For the families 

involved, this has been a long 
and hard journey. 

’l am pleased that the 
government has expressed 
its commitment to address- 
ing their ongoing concerns 
and finding out what really 
happened at’ Gosport War 
Memorial Hospital.. 

’I have always called for 
openness and transparency - 
the families deserve nothing 
less. 

’The inquiry, selected 
by the families as their 
preferred course of action, 
is an important first step in 
finally bringing closure to 
this difficult case.’ 

There have been three 
police inquiries but no 
charges were ever brought. 

A spokeswoman for Hamp- 
shire police said there are no 
current investigations. 

However, depending on 
whether new evidence comes 
to light during the new 
government inquiry, that 
could change. 

Dr Jane Barton, then 
.the clinical assistant at the 
hospital, was found guilty of 
multiple instances of serious 
professional misconduct but 
was not struck off by the 
General Medical Council at 
a Fitness to Practise Hearing 
in 2010. 

Instead conditions were 

placed on her registration, 
including a ban on prescrib- 
ing opiates for injection, for 
three years. 

The Medical Defence 
Union, which represented Dr 

Barton, said it was unable ~o 
comment. 

Speaking on behalf of the 
nurses at the hospital at the 
time the Royal College of 
Nursing said: ’RCN members 
have co-operated with inquir- 
ies over the past decade and 
will continue to do so in the 
hope that the full facts can 
finally be established. We 
are committed to ensuring 
patient safety and where 
there are lessons to be learnt 
taking them fully on board.’ 
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