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THE lawyer for families of patients 
who died at Gosport War Memo- 
rial Hospital has criticised police 
and prosecutors for not bringing 
charges against a GP. 

John White said the authorities 
had no~ looked hard enough in to 
the case and accused them of sweep- 
ing it under the carpet. 

His comments came as the Crown 
Prosecution Service yesterday 
revealed it would not pursue any 
criminal charges against retired 
Dr Jane Barton in relation to 
the deaths of 10 elderly patients 
between 1990 and 2002. 

Mr White. who acts on 
behalf of some of the families. 
said: ’Between the police and 
CPS, they have not looked 
hard enough¯ 

’There appears to be an 
unwillingness to get 
the evidence. 

’If you don’t look, 
you won’t find it. 

’I’m    pretty 
shocked     and 
disappointed 
with the CPS. 
with the lack of 
tenacitythey’ve 
shown¯ 

’It’s very 
disappoint- 
ing these 
families 
have been 
dealt with 
in    this 
way.’ 

A    n 
inquest 
into the 
deaths 
last year 
found drugs 
prescribed by 
the Gosport GP contrib- 
uted to the deaths of five 
patients. 

Earlier this year, a 
General Medical Council 
)anel found Dr Barton 

ELSIE Devine; 88, was 
admitted to hospital on 
October 21,1999~ 

She died at the 
Gosport War Memorial 
HoSpital a month later. 

Mrs Devine was given 
a 25mg patch of the 

painkiller fentanyI and 
40rag of diamorphine 
- four times above the 
recommended starting 

dose. 
The inquest found the 

drugs probably led to 
Mrs Devine’s death. 

It also found the 
drugs were given at an 
inappropriate level to 
treat her symptoms. 

At the GMC hearing, 
Dr Barton’s prescrip- 
tion was proved to be 
inappropriate and not 
in the best interests of 
her patient. 

But the CPS says 
there is not enough 
solid evidence to secure 
a criminal conviction. 
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guilty of 
multiple 

instances 
of serious 

professional 
misconduct 
relating to 
12 patients 

who died at the 
Gosport    War 
Memorial hospi- 
tal. 

It prompted 
police to review 
the case - using 
transcripts    of 
the inquest and 

GMC hearing to establish any new 
evidence. 

Families of the patients, some of 
whom have been campaigning for 
two decades, hoped it would iead to 
a criminal prosecution. 

But the CPS has decided there 
was not enough solid evidence in 
order to charge Dr Barton. 

In a 32-page letter to the families, 
which has been seen by The News, 
Paul Close of the special crime 
division of the CPS, wrote: ’Having 
given careful consideration to the 
new material, it remains my view 

that the evidence is insufficient 
to provide a realistic prospect of 

ARTHUR Cunninqham, 
known as Brian, (pictured 
with his wife Rhoda) was 
admitted to the Gosport 
War Memorial Hospital 
on September 21,1998. 
He died five days later 
aged 79, 

Dr Barton had 
prescribed diamorphine 
delivered by a syringe 
driver. The cause of 
death was given as 
bronchial pneumonia 
after a post-mortem 
examination. 

The inquest found the 
drugs contributed to his 
death. 

Dr Barton admitted 
the drugs administered 

were excessive to the 
patient’s needsat her 
GMC hearing, which 
also proved the level of 
drugs prescribed was 
inappropriate. 

However, the CPS says 
it would be unable to 
prove beyond reasonable 
doubt that the prescrip- 
tion was inappropriate. 
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ELSIE Lavender was 83 and 
admitted to the War Memorial 
hospital on February 22,1998. 
She died on March 6 that year. 

She had suffered a stroke and 
head injury after falling down 

were appropriate for the pain 
she was suffering, 

The GMC panel found the GP’s 
management of the patient was 
inadequate. 

The CPS said: ’Whilst it may be 
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conviction for an offence of 
gross negligence manslaughter 
against Dr Barton in respect of 
the ten deaths I have reviewed.’ 

The decision saw Hampshire 
Constabulary close its case on 
Dr Barton. 

Assistant Chief Constable 
David Pryde said: ’We under- 
stand that this may not be the 
outcome families were hoping 
for, but I would like to reassure 
them and the general public that 
every investigative opportunity 
has been fully explored.’ 

Mr White said: ’The authori- 
ties are trying to sweep it under 

the carpet. I think because it 
would reflect badly on their 
failure to get to grips with it 
much earlier. 

’My personal opinion is it is 
crying out for a public inquiry. 

’If prosecution authorities are 
unwilling to act, it moves in to 
the political realm. 

’If the CPS and the police think 
this is the end of it they are very 
much mistaken.’ 

A spokeswoman for CPS said: 
’We can only look at evidence 
that the police passes to us.’ 

Dr Barton refused to comment 
when approached by The News. 

Between the police and the 
CPS they have not looked 
hard enough 
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