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NURSES could decide
when to give potentially
lethal drugs to patients at
the Gosport War
Memorial Hospital, a
panel heard.

Consultant Althea Lord
said Dr Jane Barton - at
the centre of elderly
deaths at the hospital -
used to pre-write pre-
scriptions.

This meant nurses
could choose when to give
some patients powerful
painkillers and sedatives

Speaking via videolink
from New Zealand on day
31 of a General Medical
Council hearing, Dr Lord
said nurses started some
patients on syringe driv-
ers —automatic pumps for
administering drugs -
signifying they were
nearing the end of their
lives.

When asked by GMC
counsel Tom Kark if
there were occasions
when nurses activated
syringe drivers when
they had a pre-written
prescription, Dr Lord
said: “Yes. With the pre-
scription there the nurses
could start it but by and
large they would discuss
it with the doctor on call”’

Mr Kark added: ‘And

the syringe driver was
the start of a palliative
care, end of life route?

Dr Lord replied: ‘Yes it
was.’
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