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o: HEALTH: Claim made that failure to rehydrate was ’regular practice; 

Hospital patients 
were ’left to die’, 
hearnng is told 
By Clare Semke 
Health reporter p-~- ,-’--- 

ELDERLY patients were left 
to die without fluids because 
medical staff did not want 
fl:em to retort, r. a panel 
heard. 

Philip Beed told a General 
Medical Counci! hearh]g it 
was ’l.lSUa] procedure’ for 
patients receiving end-,f-life 
care    at    Gosport    War 
-Memorial Hospital m~t t~ be 
rehydrated. 

Speaking at a hearing: i]lU~ 
tile fitness to pl’actise of 
Gosport GP Jane Barton %]- 
merly clinical assistant fl]ere 

he admitted administe]in.~ 
]]i~h doses of p~>werfu] 
painkillers and sedati\,s u, 
patients on n,)w defunct 
Daedalus wa]’d. 

Mr Beed. a fo!’]]le1" st’!:i~]" 
ward manager at the hospital. 
gave evidence to a five-stFo]lg 
panel examining I)]" Barton’s 
conduct relating to I2 elderly 
patient deaths there between 
1996 and 1999. 

He told the heaYin;: at 
Regent’s Place, Euston R~,ad. 
London: ’In 199R the usual 

¯ The panel is examining Dr Jane Barton’s 
conduct in relation to the deaths of Geoffrey 
Packman - known as Mick - Ruby Lake, 84, 
Robert Wilson. 74, Elsie Devine. 88, Leslie 

Pittock, 82, Elsie Lavender, 88. Arthur 
Cunningham, 79 - known as Brian, Enid 
Spurgeon, 92, Alice Wilkie. Jean Stevens. 
73, Eva Page and Gladys Richards. 91. 

k Dr Jane Barton denies 
serious professional 
misconduct 
p]’ocedtl]u for patients ]’ece]\- 
ir~ palliative care wasn’t to 
rehydrate th.m [when t]sip,~ 
a syrint.,e driver.] 

There was evidence that it 
V,~tSI!’t <)[ benefit tt~ theii].’ 

\Vh,:p :~-k..,d hv C-:l,~:’::] 

.Medi< a] C, ,until o )tinsel T< ,n: 
Kark it it v.-uld lead t,~ the 
(ieteF!olatic~l! ~f a patiei:t, h,_. 
Fut)lied ’It c{Iuld Oh, if it was :{ 
pa:iuEt v,t. t’.~’zeIi: V,~t][ltJIl’~ It, 
iI!al,J: ;t l’,aLq ~’, ,::’y. yes " 

:,l: }%ed :td:::itted ad:~.l]::i>- 
:,_-r:na ltiah d,,s..L- ,~f p,>v. <-:-u: 
pillllkll:!!F d i:t]l]/)l’pi] l’.] e    Li 

:,,]n: ~,f ]’.:"~,1]:    :,, Glad). 
Richards ,m. I)aeduius "e.a:’d 
:d:,,.> :hu 9l-),e;i:-,4d ,,.it> :’e- 
;~d.L]ittL.d, ,It :\tt;:tt~t 1T 199;-: 

"[’he c,,ck:ni: MY- Richard> 
,’,h,, v, as ’.r:Ti:dl)admi’:-d 

six :tabs eti:’]leI- ft~l’.t,’.’.!I:t: :i 
hlp ~q~ei’a:hql    ’,’,as ai,.:n 
1:1>,~ ];icluded a:lti-ps:,ct-(~t:.,.:s 
and a sudativ~.. 

M, B,_,ed ,aid :h.~. dru~s 
’.~er,c p>:-pre:,crii)ed by D: 
¯ Jttl!e t~,a."h q!. 

Ht’-tal’tt-d .Xll’s Rit’ha]’d~ ~qt 

tile dail) c,~cktai] lncludin~: 
g, ,m2 (ii~m:, ,Yphi:>~ -h,.-,~c ,:Lw- 

5ef~i:-e h~q’ :’_:it!: 

H,},’,e\er. :h~. pat:el heard 
tile l!{l]’ill;.t: O}~’l\eFsi(IJl ]’ate 
fl,r a patient ::}uin- sv,iwhed 
f>>:l- ,,.’-a] m,,"pi:ine t. a 
>? IiI:2,., drivvl iiIl HLIU)I]!;tTiC 

pump :-,,r adnlinisterin:~ 
<h’u_’_- n< in _M:-> Riclla]vts 
CtiS,’ ]ll~/il:: -i!L" >!:~>1.1’.(i h;l\e 

!2;iti Li I’!!/tXI!]!].I:ll :!ltliff .’\]]’S 

Ri,iu~rds di.<d ,m ..\u~u-t 21. 
: Pg;; 

I):- IL<: :1 hdtt::’, i:,r p:e- 
> :upti.,:ts -.v._,]e p,,t~qttiaily 
il;iZ:!i(i, Kl>’. :t.rld that she 
I:tl:ed :~, :-,:eiq) :t(it’tjii~tr.L, .’:i~ KUF. 

Dr B;~]’r,,r :~]~,e(I her 
AC:: :I< l’L’igt:illt2 tl~ I],~tekeep- 

i::ff ’,’,t~I’e ’l~l:t’!)l)i’t ~’,)]late and 

p,~t it: ’~I:’s t.licha]’ds’ best 
lIl:eFu>t~ 

Si!L" d’_qllt’> -*’l’~ ,1.15 pt’l)tL’S- 

-l,)I!:t] 111 i5 :_’/qlr]l.ik’: 

t’Z;~.I"P. <OIl]kP 

’.::’W-’;:- , ) ’,,’],: 


