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= HEARING: Stepfather was refused relief from drugs, panel told

Man’s relative

FAM002260-0001

told doctor she
was murderer

| A RELATIVE accused a doc-

by Clare Semke
Health reporter

tor of murdering his stepfa-
ther when she refused to st )9)
giving him a powerful cock-
tail of drugs, a panel heard.
Charles Stewart-Farthing
said he had asked Dr Jane
Barton to remove a syringe
driver — an automatic pump
for giving drugs - from 69-
year-old Arthur

Memorial
Hospital.

But he told a Ger
Medical Council hea in
London yesterday that Dr
Barton had turned down his
request And

Mr Stewart-Farthing told that she

the panel:
bluntly and
authorise
the pain he would
ence, at which i
accused her of mur
him and the interv
terminated
after that.’

Mr Cunnin

‘She refused advice
aid she couldn’

remov

"om
Gosport, had
Parkinson’s was

pronounced dead at 11.15pr
on September 26, 1998 — five
days ¢ 1g admitted to
Dryad ward with a bedsore
Dr Barton - w
cal assistant

Mr Cunni

(i“\',‘
diamorphine
heroin

NKILLER

B The hearing into the fitness to prac-
tise of Dr Barton — who denies serious
professional misconduct — is set to
last 11 weeks.

It comes after an inquest jury in
April said the deaths of five patients at
the Gosport War Memorial Hospital
were ‘more than minimally” con-
tributed to by the medication given.

In three cases they found the use of
painkillers was inappropriate for their
condition or symptoms.

Arthur Cunningham

Cunning

deteriorate
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But they also ruled the medication
had been administered for therapeutic

reasons in all five cases and that med-

ication had not contributed to a fur-
ther five deaths.

The GP - a partner at Forton
Medical Centre, Whites Place, Gosport
— was clinical assistant on the now
defunct Dryad and Daedalus wards
where the patients died between 1996
and 1999.

Dr Barton could be banned from

practising medicine if found guilty by
the General Medical Council.

The panel is examining her conduct
in relation to the care, treatment and
subsequent deaths of Geoffrey
Packman, 66 — known as Mick, Ruby
Lake, 84, Robert Wilson, 74, Eisie
Devine, 88, Leslie Pittock, 82, Elsie
Lavender, 88, Arthur Cunningham, 79
— known as Brian, Enid Spurgeon, 92,
Alice Wilkie, Jean Stevens, 73, Eva
Page and Gladys Richards, 91.




