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Families 
inquiry 
’death 

By Gordon Rayner 
and Richard Savill 

> 

RELATIONS of five patients GO 
a hospit~d’s "death wards" have 

cxdlecl for a GP to face a new 
investigation afler ml inquest 
july decided excessive doses of 
morphine contributed to their 
deaths. 

Dr3ane Barton, who was the 

prescribin~ doctor in each 
case, was lhe subject of three 
lengthy police investigations 
into a total of 92 deaths. 

The Crown Prosecution 
Service (CPS) eventually 
decided there was insufficient 
evictenee to charge her. But 
after a t0-year campaign by 
.families of the dead, an 
inquest in Portsmouth )ailed 
that medication had been a 
factor in five deaths at the 
Gosport War Memorial ltospi- 
rat’s between 1996 and 1999¯ 

Relations believed that their 
loved ones had, in the worcls 
of one man, been "inlention- 
ally executed" at the hospilars 
Dryad and Daedalus wards. 
One man told the inquest that 
when he asked Dr Barton how 
long his mother was likely to 
be in the hospital, she replied: 
"Do you lmow your mother 
has come here to die?" 

The inquest jury decided 
that Robert Wilson, 75, Elsie 
Devine, 88 and Geoffrey Pack- 
man, 67, were given medica- 
tion that was not appropriate, 
and which contributed to their 
deaths, although it had been 
given for therapeutic reasons. 
They also ruled that medica- 

lion had contributed to the 
deaths of Elsie l~wendei; 83, 
and Arlhur (iunoinghaln, 79, 
but was ;il)l)rol)ri;ile for llieir 
(’(m¢lition. 

Medicali(in had not been a 
contributory factor in the 
deaths of five other patients 
whose deaths were examined 
at the inquest. 

The inquesl jury was slot 
SIIOWII {I rel)orl l)y (;al’y l,’ord, 
(I pl’Of~ssor of l)hnrola(’oll)gy, 

who raised (:oncerns Ibal Ihel’(, 

I will carry on now 
and make sure 
these people that 
are responsible are 
brought to justice 

~ lAIN WILSON 

may have beea ;i "culture of 
vohmtary euthanasia". 

Some of the families believe 
there has been a cover-up by 
the NHS and demanded thai 
the CPS look atain at the evi 
denee gathere(f’by police. 

lain Wilson, whose father 
Robert died after claiming 
doctors were "killing" him, 
said: "I feel absolutely ecstatic, 
and heartbroken at the same 
time, that my dad died know- 
ing he was being killed. I will 
carry on now and make sure 

Ihc’se i)eoph~ Ihal are respon- 
sine for nly falher’s death are 
brooghl hi juslice." 

John While, n solicitor for 
three of lhe live families, said: 
"They feel vindicated by the 
vcrdicls mid Ihey believe the 
(;I>S sh(luld look again at the 
cvi(lenct!. ’rhea/ don’t see this 
as Ihe eml of the slory." 

I),’ Barton is being investi- 
galed by lhe (;eneralMedical 
Cot, nell, which has imposed 
iulerim restrictions on her, 
iiichiding bannillg her from 
l)rescribing dianlorphine. 

l)r llarlon, who was the 
iliaili dochir in charge of the 
wards, stiid lnally relatives had 
"unrealistic exl)ectations,," 

Peler Walsh, chief executive 
of tim charity Action against 
Med (:~ I A(:eidents said" "Only 
II                       ’      " 1 independent public inquiry 

(~m get to tim bottom of all the 
teleran[ issues." 

l)r Barton, who still works as 
a (;E said after the verdicts: "I 
have always acted with care, 
concern and compassion 
towards my patients. I remain 
very grateful for all the support 
I have received, from my col 
leagues and patients alike." 

A spokesman for Hampshire 
Police said there were no plans 
for a fl’esh investigation, add- 
ing: "It is ova" genuine hope 
that the extensive nature of the 
investigations conducted, the 
findings of the Crown Prose- 
cution Service and now thal of 
HM Coroner provide those 

involved with some resolution, 
if not comfort, for the hiss of 
loved ones." 

An Inquest found that Dr Jane Barton, abovl prescribed doses of mor 
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Ihlne that had contributed to the deaths of five patients. They Included, from top to bottom, Geoffrey Packman, Elsie Devine, Robert Wilson and Arthur Cunnln(iham 


