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’The long haul 
¯ ~"\Ten years on, an inquest LS finally under wa:, bn:.o aeaths at 

L 
.~ £ Gosport War Memorial Hospital. CHRIS OWEN aqd [~J~R~ 

"~SiiMI~ report from the first day 

Alter years 

~i ore than a 
i decade ago 10 

mum elderly and sick 
¯ ¯ i people went ira,, 
i w i hospital. They 
never came out. 

Yesterday their relatives 
finally got their day in court 
at the start of inquests 
which will attempt to find 
out exactly how they died. 

For at least the next six 
weeks they will sit in Court 

One at Portsmouth Crown 
Court listening to hours of 
evidence about how their 
loved ones met 
their end at 

I ....... Gosport War :’ 

Memoria] Hospital 
between 1996-1999. 

The families are 
detm mined to get 
to the bottom of the 
circumstances of 
these deaths and 
have been fighting 
for years to get this 

| 

Inside the War Memorial 

As she spoke there ,’, :’< n 
chorus of clk’kin~ a.- d:,ze::< 
of camera- v.ent iltto acthq: 
fI’: IF.,] 1!:~2 V,’ailiF:~. Cl’~v,d, ~" 

pl’l( ~:(,~rl~t)heI’": and 

cttl]lel’a!~eD- fFt)FI: !h~ 

:]at:(m’s medm. 
At the heart ~ffthe I0 case.~ 
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finally gets started 
of waiting, families hope they will get to the truth... 

Hospital 

THE re-opening of a mass 
inquest into 10 suspicious 
deaths at Gosport War 
Memorial Hospital is an 
unprecedented step. 

It marks the culmination of 
an 11-year quest for the truth 
by relatives of the deceased. 

But for dozens of bereaved 
families, the heartache is far 
from over. 

it was Gillian Mackenzie 
who kickstarted complaints 
against the care and treatment 
of elderly patients at the hos- 
pital after her 91-year-old 
mother, Gladys Richards, died 
there in 1998. 

Yet despite spending more 
than a decade in pursuit of the 

truth, Mrs Mackenzie wi!l now 
have to wait even longer for 
answers, as her mothers 
inquest has not yet been 
scheduled. 

For at least six weeks, 
assistant deputy coroner for 
south-east Hampshire Andrew 
Bradley and a jury will hear 
evidence at Portsmouth 
Combined Court Centre in 
Winston Churchill Avenue 
before deciding on their ver- 
dicts. 

The inquest is being held 
after the government rejected 
calls for a public inquiry, to 
the anger of the 92 families 
whose relatives died. 

The deaths have been the 

subject of three inquiries by 
Hampshire Constabulary and 
a probe by the Crown 
Prosecution Service. 

But despite evidence gath- 
ered following the launch of 
Operation Rochester into 92 
deaths at the hospital in 
November 2002, the Crown 
Prosecution Service decided 
in December 2006 not to take 
any of the cases to court. 

And the Police Complaints 
Authority - now the 
Independent Police 
Commission - which launched 
its inquiry in November 1998, 
later launched an investigation 
into its own handling of the 
probe in February 2006. 

Bereaved families raised 
concerns in June 2007 that 
inquests into their relatives" 
deaths would never be held as 
seven of the bodies were cre- 
mated. 

However, last May 
Portsmouth and south-east 
Hampshire coroner David 
Horsley opened the inquest 
into deaths of Leslie Pittock, 
82. Elsie Lavender, 83, Helena 
Service, 99, Ruby Lake, 84, 
Arthur Cunningham, 79, 
Robert Wilson, 74, Enid 
Spurgeon. 92, Geoffrey 
Packman. 66, Elsie Devine, 88, 
and S~eila Gregory, 91, after 
appealing to Jack Straw for 
permission. 

Inside the court the 
hearing had been due to 
start at 10am, but so many 
lawyers, relatives and 
journalists needed to be 
seated that proceedings did 
not get under way until 
10.15am. 

At that point Mr Bradley 

arrived and took his place 
on the raised platform at 
the head of the court. 

It soon became clear that 
little of any substance was 
going to happen yesterday 
as lawyers for the family 
and the hospital started to 
raise legal and procedural 

pom:s ".v:Th the coroner. 
A lot of it h:naed on 

which witnesses were t. be 
called and at what point 
they would give their 
evidence in the coming 
weeks. But finally, at 
ll.lOam, the jury was 
sworn in and Mr Bradley 

greeted them with the 
words: ’You’re here to hold 
an inquiry into the deaths 
of 10 people at Oosport War 
Memorial Hospital¯ 

’They are l0 separate 
inquests, 10 individuals. 
They are people who have 
died and they are entitled 

to have their deaths 
examined.’ 

A few minutes later the 
legal arguments started 
again and at 12.10pro Mr 
Bradley sent the jury home 
for the day and told them 
the hearings would resume 
again today. 

DR Jane Barton was the only 
doctor investigated in relation 
to the deaths of elderly patients 
at Gosport War Memorial 
Hospital. 

At least one relative called 
for doctors regulatory body the 
General Medical Council to 
investigate her conduct in 
2002. 

Dr Barton - who is a partner 
at Forton Medical Centre in 
Whites Place, Gosport - was 
clinical assistant at Gosport 
War Memorial Hospital in 1998. 

She was in charge of 
medical care on a day-to-day 
basis until her departure in July 
2000. 

Dr Barton is subject to 
certain restrictions placed on 
her by the GMC and 
proceedings are ongoing. A 
hearing date will be set when 
the inquests are over. 

She attended the opening of 
the inquest yesterday, but is 
not scheduled to appear as a 
witness until April 14. 

Dr Jane Barton 
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