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Children from Penhale Infant School joined young singers from 17 other schools at an Infant Voices spectacular at the Kin ; Theatre ¯ PAGE 11 

WHO KILLED 

R? Parents’ anguish as two friends claim the other 
was driving in crash that cost Christina her life 

New hopes 
for relief 
from A32 

PLANS for the £tubbington 
bypass may be resurrected after 
more than 15 years of dashed 
hopes. 

A £50,000 cash injection from 
central government has been 
awarded to leek into the 
possibi[ity of a relief road to 
ease congestion on the A32. 

The money will go into 
researching the possibility of a 
new road linking Stubbington to 
the west of Gosport borough 
wfth the M27. Research will 
begin this summer. 

¯ PAGE 10 

WHAT 
THE JURY 
WASN’T 

TOLD 
W a.r Memorial 

fam,l,es’~anger at 
secret ~rts 

Hart rallies 
the troops 

PAUL Hart sounded the Old 

Trafford battle-cry and 

down and roll over. 
Pompey face 

Manchester Untied 
tonight Looking to 
maintain the form 
which has taken 
them to the brink of 
Premier League 
safety. 

¯ BACK PAGE 

NOW open 7 days from midday to 2pro, 
to Saturday 6.30pro until late. Open Sundays 12 until late 

Much more than just a Pizza House 

I 
P izza House Restaurant 
13-14, Hilsea Market, 
London I~oQd 
Portsmouth P©2 9RA 
Tel: 023 9269 5542 
w~n~t.piz z ahous er est aurant .co,uk 
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INQUESTS: 

por~r~uth ~uk 

Families of dead patients slam decision by coroner not to let jury hear the full 

The cruc,al ev,dence 

by Clam Semke 
Health reporter 

FANm.P2S today crttleised a 
coroner for leaving corn 
polling evidence out of the 
~nquests into I0 deaths at the 
Gosport War Memorial 
Hospital. 

Andrew Bradley refused to 
allow the full reports from 
five experts to be put before 
the eight-atrong jury. 

He also witbh~d details of 
three poline probes, a Crown 
~rosecuifon Service invesll- 

gaifon and a a amving report 
by a health watchdog whleh 
raised fears o~le3: ~ r~dvn~n+ 
istering practices at fhe Bury 
Road hospital. 

in excluding evidence, Mr 
Bradley said he wanied to 
’avoid FmgerpothlshJ~ and the 
issue of libbllity’. 

Many of the families point 

blame on Dr Jane Bar[on. 
who was in day-te4]ay chm’ge 
of the now deftmct Daedalus 
and Dryad wards at Gosport 
War Memo~al at the time of 
the deaths between 1996 and 
]999. 

The jt[ry at portsmouth 
Crown Court conchldad on 
Monday that medication pre- 
scribed by Dr Barton con- 
ieibuied to the deaths of five 

elderly people. 
The rele~ves now want all 

the evidence to be beard in 
public aud &re pushthg for a 
fu]lpublic inqttiby or another 
police investigation 

John White, a barrister 
Who acted on behalf of some 
of the families during the 
unprecedented inquests, s&ld 
in his view the jury should 

have been given the reports 
so they could make a more 
informed decision. 

He said: ’If it had been a 
public inquiry we Would 
have seen more evinel3ce 
because it Would have a less 
31 arrow remit. 

’At the moment we still 
don’t really know what ha]> 
pened_ It would have made it 

a lot easier to tmderst2md the 
case if they had been given 
the L.iforrn alien at the outset. 

’You can’t have reconcili- 
ation without understand- 
ittg, and you c&n’t have 
understanding    without 
being able to see the overall 

picture.’ 
Damnln~ evidence 1lOt pr~ 

sented to the jury hicluded: 
¯ A Hampshire police brief- 

Charles Farthing and other regitives speak outside court earlier this week 
pIOTU R£:MAL00LM ~LLS (091413~4472) 

lMemor~l Hospital a~ the request hi Hampshire 
Conldabuhey. 

in Two el those - 88-ysar-old Robert t~itieon and 79- 
pharmacotogy of 
old age at 
NeWcastle 
University. 
¯ Report not 
revealed to jury. 

year-old Arthur Cunntngtmm, k~own as Br}an - were 
the subject of me izKzuesxs. 

Prof Ford bra~ laveIs Of dlanlorphine adnit nbe 
tared through syringe drivers "recldess’ and ’poor prac- 
hc~.’ 

And he said Mr Wit son’s rapid d~terieratibn after 
being admitted to the Dryad ward at the hospital could 

have been caused by the diamorphine he was given. 

Alcoholic Mr Wtlson, who had a broken arm, died four 
days after being admitted on OctCber 18, 1998. 

prof Ford~ whose evidenCe was handed over t~ the 

Crown ProSecut on ServiCe in 2001, said ~e skills of 
nursing and non-consultm~ mediea~ statf, partleulady 
Dr Barton, were not adequate’. 

Concluding hie report, he wrote: ’Routine use of opi- 
ate and sedative drug infusions without clear isdic~- 

hens ~r their use would raise concerns that a culture 
at Involuntary euthanasia existed on [Oryad] ward.’ 

ing reve2dlng there had been 
’a failure of trust systems to 
ensure go~d quullly care’. 
¯ A ’death audit’ c~r -tied out 
by Professor PJchard Baker 
at the hospital. 
¯ A report by expert Dr 
Andrew Wilceck alleging that 
Dr Jane Barton had e:q)osed 
one of the patients t~inappro- 
p~ale or exce~alve doses of 
drags that c~uld have con- 
inibuted to be~" deatlL 
¯ Levels of diamorphine 
administered      through 
syringe drivers described in 
a report as ’reckless’ and 
’poor practice’. 
¯ Fears by the former 
Commission for Health 

Improvemeut over the quan- 
tity and prmprescribthg of 

¯ And reports from a world 
leader in tox2celo~Y who cat- 
egerleed a mm~ber of elderly 
deaths as being ’of serious 
co~ce~[&’. 

Charles Farthing, whose 
79-year-aid stepfather Azthar 
C~zn~in~hS~Zx k~O~ as 

Brtan~ died on Dryad ward in 
September 1998, said: ’[The 
inquest] was biased towa~le 
the medical profession. 

’The coroner started before 
the inquest by telling us the 
fatdilles would have trans- 
~xency and at~ opport~ty 
to see everything they need- 

’The whole thing has been 

ed to see and that everything 
would be made available, but 
it has been stifled from the 
word go. 

’The whole thing has been a 
total~ of public money.’ 

Inquests can only be Ltsed 
as a factdlnding mission te 
identify the deveased, as well 
as how, when and where they 

died and their details. 
When approached by The 

News the coroner, Andrew 
Bradley, refused to comment 
on why certain evidence was 
nut allowed. 

But before the month-ieng 

ibquests got u~erway he 
said he wasn’t pre~ to 
~al{e any evidence which 

a total waste of 

could apportion blame. 
The jury saidin the verdicts 

that strong pai~killers con- 
Ixibuted to the deaths of Elsie 
Lavender,     83,     Bidan 
cunningbem, 79, Robert 
Wilson,-74, Geoffrey Packmml, 
68, and Elsie De~qne, 88. 

hi the Wilson, Packmm% 
and Devine cases the dl~4gs 
prescribed were "not appro- 
priate’ for the conditions 
from which the patients were 
suffering, the jury concluded. 
However, the jury said an 

of the deaths were fl’om natu- 
ral causes and that medica- 
tion did not coninibute in the 
deaths of Leslie p~ttock, 82, 
Heiena Service, 99, ituby 

Lake, 84, E~Ad Spurgeon, 92, 
and Shefla Oz~gory, 91. 

Hampubine’s       Chief 
Constable Alex Marshall ye~ 
terday ~a[d thor8 were no 
plans fu reopen the case but 

he would look at the ver~ct. 
’I will wait for the coroner 

to produce his verdict in 
wrtlSng, I ~ ~ery carefally 
read that ver~ct and if a~y- 
th~lg new el]lm"ges We will 
reeo~siner our posllib]3.’ he 
said. 

The Dep~ Lme~t of Health 
83S0 s~id it would not hold a 
public hiqinry desplie pleas 
from families. 

Dr Barton declined to com- 
me13t, 

public money’ 
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por~s~noum c~ uk 

reports from five medical experts into deaths at War Memorial hospital 
L rrLTY  E 

nobody heard 
¯ Professor ¯avid ¯lack, an 

independent specialist in .elderly care, consu rant 
geriatrician at Queen Mary s Hospital, Sidcup, 
Kent, and chairman of the England Council of 

jm~.~ ~’ /the British Geriatrics Society 
:., I ¯ Details of report part a y revealed to the jury 

~ ~’at~s~r Black 
of medication given to 86-year-" 

¯ was asked by old Elsie Devine prior to her 
Hampshire Constabulary to look death. 
at the elderly patient deaths at 
G~port War gk.~mo;ial Hospital. 

He was C~lled on to give evi- 
dence at the inquests but 
Andrew Bradley, deputy assie- 
tent coroner for Portsmouth and 
south-e~st Hampshire, ruled the 
jury would not be ghren the foil 
report and it would not be read 
out in court. 

In giving evidence, Prof Black 
raised concems about the levels 

He told the jury: ’1 remain con- 
corned about the levels that were 
given and I would want to see 
and hear the justification for it.’ 

He said doses of morphine 
given to 82-year-old Lease 
Pthock, who died on Dryad ward 
on January 24, 1996, were ’more 
than I wou~d have conventionaSy 
expected, and I was not able to 
find a mason for that in the 
notes’. 

¯ Professor Richard 
Baker, head of the 
Department of Health 
Sciences and professor in 
quality and healthcare at the 
University of Leicester. 
¯ Report was not revealed 
to the jury. 

refessor Baker was drafted 
Pin by the chief medical oftt- 

cer to conduct what is believed 
to be an audit on 
deaths of elderly 
patients at Gosport War 
Memorial Hospital, 

L Jam Donaldson 
called on Prof Baker 
following his independ- 
ent report into murders" 
of more than 200 elder- 
ly patients by serial 
killer Harold Shipman in 
West Yorkshire, 

it is beNeVed Prof Baker’s 
report Shows an increase in 
deaths at the hospital in the 

1990s. 
The government has so far 

refused to publish the report, 
d~pde appeals by rifiatives. 
and a request made under the 
Freedom of Information Act by 
charity Action Against Medical 
Accidents. 

The Department of Health 
says it Could be used as evi- 
dence if the General Medical 
Council d~ifies to hold a fit- 

neas-te~0ractise hearing 
J for Dr Jane Barton - the 
doctor at the centre of the 
inquest. And Andrew 
Bradley, assistant deputy 
coronet for Portsmouth 
and south-east 
Hampshire, announced 
that he would not take the 
report’s findings in evi- 
d~lce b~fore swearing 
the eight-s~’ong jury In ~d 

the inquest into 10 elderly 
p~ent deaths at Goeport War 
Memorial Hospital. 

¯ Dr Andrew Wilcock, a consultant in 
palliative care at Nottingham City Hospital 
and diinicai reader at the University of 
Nottingham’s School of molecular mediCal 
sciences, ¯ Details of report partially 
revealed 1o the jury, 

ampshlre 
ncon~abalary 

called on Dr Wilcock to look 
into the deaths of 10 elderly 
pafienLs at Gosport War 
Memorial Hospififl. 

Dr Wil~k had conducted 
research Into paifi relief r~di~- 
tion p~crlbed to 100 termifial- 
~-ill elderly patients in 
NOttingham. He found the medi- 
an dose of the drug presc~b~l 
to them in the last 24 hours of 
life was just 40rag - far lower 
than doses given to Sorae at the 

10 gel~rits ~tbe Gosport War 
I~lodal who were the subject 
of the Inquest 

During evidence he said them 
was ’no d~nce’ for giving eifi- 

erly patients excessive doses of 
powerful drugs etths hospital. 

Dr Wiieock said he could find 
’no justification’ for the wide 
range of morphine and sedative 
doses prescribed to some 
patients, and ’disagreed com- 
pletely’ ~ the pro-prescrip- 
tion of 20ms to 200mg of the 
palnkiger diemorphifie to some 
patients.He also crificised poor 
netS-keeping by GP Jane 
Barton. Dr WilcOck also claimed 
Dr Barton exposed patient Elsie 
Devine to inappropriate and/or 
excessive doses at midaZolam 
and diamorpifine that could 
have contributed to her death. 

But his full report was not 
fully released at the inqueSL 

¯ Toxicologist Professor 
Robert Forrest, an 
honorary professor at the 

University of Sheffield and a 
world leader in his field. 
ifi Report was not revealed 
to the jury, 

ed a team of four experts 
L~O investigated drug doses 

at Gosport War Memodal 
Hospital after being com- 
missioned by Hampshire 
Constabuiery. 

The screening team - 
which consisted of four 
doctors including two 
experts In palliative care 
and a nurse - produced 
notes and minutes which 
were handed to the Crown 
Prosecution Service. 

S is believed the teams find- 
ings were then handed to 

experts for anal,isLe end to help 
form part of subsequent 

reports, 
A number of the deaths were 

catepodSed as being ’of sed- 
DUe concern’, 

However, Andrew Bradley, 
deputy assistant coroner for 

PortsmoUth and soath-easst 

~ 
H amgehire, decided not 

to call Prof Forre~l to 
give evident, 

Folie~ng a short 
debate on day one of the 

inquests Mr Bradley 

decided - before the 

eight-atmng jury was 

sworn in - that the 

team’s findings would 

I not be presented to them. 

¯ October 1998: Flrat police 
~n vestlgatifin Is launched, but 
dropped three weeks later, 
¯ November 1998: A seCOnd 
police probe Is launched follow- 
ing further complaints by Gillkm 
Mackenzie. It lasts throe months 
and the Crown Prosecution 
Service decides not to take h to 
court, 

The Police Compielnte 
Authority launches an investiga- 
tion into the two poliee probes 
following compielnts from griev- 
Ing families, 

The complaints are upheJd, 
¯ October 1999: Third police 
inquiry eta rLs. 
¯ July 2000: Dr Barton resigns 
from her hospital contract citing 
pressure of work. 
¯ January 2001: Police files are 
sent to the Crown Prosecution 
Service. 
¯ July 2001 : The Crown 

Prosecution Service deCides 
there is iesuffleient evidence for 
prosecutions. 
¯ August 2001 : Police ask NHS 

watchdog the Commission for 
Health Improvement - now the 
Heahbeare Commission - to lOOk 
Into ~e deaths at Gosport War 
MernoHel Heepgat. 
¯ April 2002: Fresh complaints 
about the latest police probe are 
made ~ ~m Police Comp~n~ 
Authority. 
¯ November 2002: Police launch 
Operation Rochester into the 
deaths. In total 92 deaths are 
examined and hundreds of NHS 
staff are Interviewed before the 
numbers are whittled down by 
medical experts. 
¯ November 2004: The first files 
from Operation Rocbeat~r are 
sent to the Crown ProseCution 
Service. 
¯ October 2005: Head of 
Independent Police Compieitits 
Commission apologlee.s to temi- 
l~.s for the ’unacceptahie length 
of time’ the ]nves~gatifin has 
taken. 
¯ February 2005: Families are 
told the Indepsndent Police 
Complaints Commission has 
launched a probe into its own 

DrJane Barton 

work. 
¯ May 2005: Independent Police 
Complaints Commission con- 
firms the officer in charge of the 
previous police probe should 
have been given a verbal warn- 
leg over the conduct of the case. 
¯ July 2006: Police say all 
Operation Rochester files are 
now with the Crown Prosecution 
Service. 

December 2006: The Crown 
I P~*secution Serv~e aRnounces 
that none of the cases will go to 
court. 
¯ May 2008: Portsmouifi and 

South-east Hampshire Gomner 
David HotSl~, opens and 
adjourns an inquest into the 
deaths of the following 10 
~l~s at ~rt War 

Memorial Hospital in the late 
1990s after approval from Justice 
Secretary Jack Straw: 
¯ April 20, 2009: The jury at five 
women and three nlen ~urn ~er. 
dlcts that powerful pain killere 
contributed to the death of five 
oftbe 10 patients and in three 
cases - Elsie Devine, G ~-~I~ey 
Packman and Robert Wilson - 
the does given were inappropri- 
ai~. 
¯ Late 2009: Ti~e inquest into 
Gie~s Riehards’s death is 
expected to be held in 
Po~smouth and a General 
Medical Council inquiry Into Dr 
Barton is then expected to be 
held. 

£137bn debt 
write-off 
¯ UK: Briilsh b~n#~ a~e e~pected to 
write o~ anot~,~r £137bn in bad debts 
over the next year, aceoratng to an 
IMF report 
The fl~e woatd bring the total 

amount the banks have lust in bad 
loans to a massive £212hn, 

Globally the Int elmational 
Monetery Fund said tex~c debt among 
ba~ks and fi~ancial thstithHons 
coatd reach all even more steggerthg 
£2.8 t~il]ion, The flgures were 
revealed in the IMF’s Global 
Financiat Stability Report, 

Third post-mortem 
¯ UK: A third post mertem examina- 
tion wLit be carried out on Inn 
Tonilthson, who died during the G20 
)rotests in London, 

Experts at first believed 
To~n died of a heart attack, but 
a secemt POstmortem showed the 
cause of death to be internal bleeding. 

He died shortly af[er a confi’o~te. 
tion with police during the Apt0 1 
a-otest& 

The decision to cant out a third 
autopsy was confirmed by the City of 
London coroner hem’s after the police 
watchdog said footage f~om the 
denlons~-~ons showed ’~ccept- 
able’ beha~ieur by some of]Scots. 

Union leader dies 
¯ UK: Tributes were paid today te leg- 
enclary former tzede union leader 
Jack Jones who died aged 96. 

Mr Jones, who led the Transport 
and General Workers’ Union, d~ed m 
Londe~ sbortly after 9.3egm last 
inght, his son said. 

Mick Jones sdid his father passed 

away very peaceth]2y in a ve~3z nice 
care home in Peekham. 

Finally, an a~3ablt 

Luxur  Holiday Home 
tra the South C~a.~t 

HOLIDAY PARK 
BOGNOR REGIS 

West Sussex’s Premier 5* Resort 

Lux~t-~ C~van5 . Indoor PC~l Compl~ 

Fugysltejitemo~lv ¯ 2OmdoDr~:~Jis 
¯ Fantastic ~abar~t 

 9995 .... ,.r oo, o 
¯ AdUI~ only bar 

& much raom_. 

Limited availability so c~[l us today on 

01243 824393 
¯ ................................... 

Y]ES pTEASE SEND ME MOP~ INFORMATION 

,           ~at Is the best drr~ t o ~all? 
: M°mir’g       AfM~noon       EVenlng 

..................................... ; 


