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HEARING: Disagreement over care of patients

| quit over
prescription

of drugs,

says nurse

by Chris Owen
Chief reporter

A SENIOR nurse quit her job
at a hospital because she dis-
agreed with the large doses of
potentially lethal painkillers
prescribed to elderly patients.

Shirley Holman spent two
years at Gosport War
Memorial ‘Hospital but left
because she felt she was being
harassed by a doctor and her
ward sister.

Mrs Holman told a hearing
in London that she had
launched the hospital’s official
grievance procedure against
Dr Jane Barton and Sister Gill
Hamblin.

Dr Barton, who is also a
Gosport GP, is alleged to be
guilty of serious professional
misconduct in relation to the
care, treatment and death of 12
elderly patients at the Bury
Road hospital in the 1990s.

Allegations include whether
starting doses of the painkiller
diamorphine - a form of
heroin and the sedative mida-
zolam she prescribed — were
too high.

At the hearing yesterday,
Mrs Holman, the deputy ward
manager on the hospital’s
Dryad ward from 1998 to 2000,
said she had ‘reached the end
of her tether’.

She told the hearing she con-
sidered patients were hooked
up to syringe drivers —a way of
delivering diamorphine intra-
venously when patients could
not eat or drink - too early and
that doses of strong painkillers
were too high. She said: ‘I
would often go home after a
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& Dr Jane Barton was the
only doctor investigated in
relation to the death of 92
elderly patients at Gosport
War Memorial Hospital.

B The GP — who is a part-
ner at Forton Medical
Centre in Whites Place,
Gosport — was clinical
assistant and in charge of
the day-to-day running of
now defunct Dryad and
Daedalus wards at the Bury
Road site until her resigna-
tion in July 2000.

B A damning report pub-
lished by the then
Commission for Health
Improvement in 2002 found
patients were being put at
risk.

® The deaths were the sub-
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Dr Jane Barton :

ject of three inquiries by
Hampshire police and a
probe by the Crown
Prosecution Service —
which decided in November
2006 that no charges would
be brought.

day shift leaving patients who
could eat and drink.

‘But when I came back the
next day I would find them on
a syringe driver — patients I
would not have expected to be
on syringe drivers because
when I left them they were eat-
ing and drinking.’

She said she had com-
plained to her bosses about
syringe drivers being intro-
duced too soon in a patient’s
stay at the hospital.

‘T would say that most of the
time patients had the words
‘syringe driver’ written up in
their notes as soon as they
were admitted to the hospital.

‘To sometimes double or
increase by a third the doses in
the syringe drivers seemed to

. be quite a lot to me and the

change in the patient seemed
quite dramatic,” she told the
GMC panel.

Mrs Holman admitted that
the use of the drivers was
sometimes the best way to
treat pain, but she thought too
many patients were put on
them as soon as they arrived at
the hospital.

Under cross-examination by
Timothy Langdale QC, repre-
senting Dr Barton, Mrs
Holman admitted that in her
grievance letter she men-
tioned neither the use of the
drivers nor what she consid-
ered to be excessive drug

doses.
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New colour map shows
public transport services

A new full colour map of pub-
lic transport services in
Hampshire has been pub-
lished. :
The easy to read ..
map shows princi-.
pal bus, rail and
ferry services'
across the whole
of the county.
Popular visi-

useful phone numbers and
website details for day out

ideas or day to day journeys.
The Hampshire Public
Transport Map, produced by
the county council, can be
.. picked up from any local
ﬁ library, tourist infor-
. mation centre or
5. information point.
It can also be
viewed online
with links to the
| W@other websites,
7@ or ordered from
hants.gov.uk/passenger-
transport or Hantsdirect on
0845 603 5633.

New flat-screen

' TV is stolen

A BRAND new flat-screen tel-

. evision was stolen from a

woman’s flat.

The £1,500 47-inch Phillips
television, which was still in
its box, was taken from a
property in Forbes Court,
London  Road, Hilsea,
between Sunday, June 21,
and Tuesday, June 23.

Police say it is believed the
thief got into the woman’s
bedroom through a window.

Anyone with information
is asked to contact PC Turner
on 0845 045 45 45, or call
Crimestoppers, anony-
mously, on 0800 555 111.
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