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NEWS 

Families welcome 
fresh inquiry into 
deaths at hospital 
Bishop appointed 
to Lead new probe 

by PRIYA MISTRY 
Heelt~ report~r 
priya.mistry~thenews.co.uk 

A NEW investigation looking at 
historic death rates at Gosport 
War Memorial Hospital has been 
welcomed by relatives of those 

¯ who died. 
Care minister Norman Lamb 

has launched an independent 
probe into concerns raised about 
the care and deaths of older 
people at hospital from the 1980s 
to the early 2000s. 

The move for a new inquiry has 
been welcomed. 

The stepson of Arthur ’Brian’ 
Cunningham, who died at the 
hospital in 1998, aged 79, believes 
that it is long overdue. 

Charles Farthing, said: ’There’s 
been a blatant cover-up from the 
beginning. There may have been 
investigations, but someone has 
been controlling what’s coming 
out and what information is not. 

’This has all been dreadful and 
an investigation like this should 
have happened 10 years ago. 

’But the system has been cover- 
ing things up for whatever reason, 
and now I hope this investigation 
will get to the bottom of it all.’ 

His stepfather had been admit- 
ted to the hospital with bed sores, 
but died days later. 

Dr Jane Barton had prescribed 
powerful painkillers, despite Mr 
Farthing asking for them not to 
be given. 

The inquiry has been welcomed 
by Gosport MP Caroline 
Dinenage. 

She said: ’This is a very impor- 
tant development and is welcome. 

’This panel is entirely inde- 
pendent from the government and 
the families have had a say in who 
is on the panel. 

’For all those involved, from 
bereaved families to hospital 
staff, this has been a very long 
and difficult journey. 

’This marks the first step in 
finally bringing closure to this 
case.’ 

Bishop James Jones, who previ- 
ously chaired an independent 
)anel looking at the Hillsborough 
stadium disaster, will head the 
investigation. 

The panel is made up of geriat- 
ric medicine specialist Dr Colin 
Currie, investigative journalist 
David Hencke and former Scot- 
land Yard Commander Duncan 
Jarrett. Dr Bill Kirkup, pathology 
and medical records expert, will 
join after his work with the More- 
cambe Bay investigation into 
the deaths of 23 cockle pickers 
concludes. 
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Bishop Jones said: ’Many fami- 
lies have ongoing concerns about 
the way their relatives were 
treated and how their complaints 
have been handled. 

’I want to help provide clarity 
and understanding for the fami- 
lies. 

’By working with them to set 

and deliver the terms of refer- 
ence with a pane] of experts from 

different fields, I believe I can 
achieve this. 

’Independence and integ- 
_rity will be the hallmarks of the 
panel’s work.’ 

The panel will hear from fami- 
lies of those who died at the 

INQUIRY Gosport War 
Memorial Hospital 

hospital and examine documents 
from the time before producing 
a report. There is no set time for 
the investigation to conclude. 

If any- other family feels 
affected, then they can email 
enquiries@gosportpanel. 
independent.gov.uk 
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Event highlights 
risks of travel to 
war-torn Syria 
MORE than 100 people attended a commu- 
nity event held to raise awareness of the 
risks of travelling to war-torn Syria. 

It was held at Southsea’s Friendship 
Centre in Elm Grove. 

Those attending wanted to find out how 
to help people in their community who 
may be affected by the crisis in Syria. 

City resident Shefali Uddin said: ’We 
all need to learn how to talk about these 
issues especially with young people. My 
best friend’s cousin went to Syria and was 
killed out there recently, his family are 
devastated. I feel really sad for them, espe- 
cially for his parents who have lost their 
son.’ 

Steve Hawkins, from Hampshire police, 
said: ’Travelling to Syria is extremely 
dangerous. Many young people have been 
killed or injured. Fighters who return are 
likely to face prosecution under UK law.’ 

The event was organised by the Safer 
Portsmouth Partnership. 
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