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HEALTH CARE: Gosport War Memorial Hospital Action Group swells its ranks 

More families speak 
over mystery deaths 
by Richard Whitehouse 
The News 

A FAMILY has spoken 
for the first time about 
how their relative died 
at the Gosport hospital 
at the centre of a police 
investigation. 

Debbie McKay, daughter of 
Stanley Carby who died at 
the Gosport War Memorial 
Hospital in 1999, and her 
mother Rita Carby told how 
they were shocked by the sud- 
den death. 

They have now joined the 
Gosport War Memorial Hospi- 
tal Action Group which is 
fighting to get 27 deaths fully 
investigated by the police and 
other bodies. 

The group is being repre- 
sented by leading solicitor 
Ann Alexander who is also 
currently representing hun- 

dreds of relatives in the Har- 
old Shipman ease. 

Mrs McKay has told how 
her Dad was able to walk into 
an ambulance which took 
him from Royal Hospital 
Haslar to the war memorial 
for rehabilitation after a 
stroke. 

She and her family had 
been told by doctors that 
Stanley, 65, was expected to 
make a full recovery but need- 
ed rest. 

Just over 24 hours later 
Stanley died with his family 
around him. They believe it 

was due to excessive sedative 
drugs and still do not know 
why they were given to him. 

Mrs McKay said: ’Dad was 
transferred to the war memo- 
rial for rehab following his 
stroke. 

’Doctors told us that it 
wasn’t life threatening and 
that he just needed rehabilita- 
tion and treatment to get the 
side of his body affected func- 
tioning. 

A distraught Rita Carby and her daughter Debbie McKay want answers about the passing of Rita’s husband Stanley, 
who died aged just 65 while receiving treatment at Gosport War Memorial Hospital 

POLICE first started looking 
into Gosport War Memorial 
Hospital deaths when Gillian 
Mackenzie raised concerns 
about her mother Gladys 
Richards’s death in 1998. 

Mrs Mackenzie told police 
that she believes that 
excessive levels of sedative 
drugs contributed to her 
mother’s death. 

An investigation was 
carried out and a file sent to 

the Crown Prosecution 
service which was returned 
because of a lack of 
evidence. 

When Mrs Mackenzie 
spoke about her mother’s 
case to The News early in 
2001, more families came 
forward with similar cases 
and asked police to 
investigate. 

Earlier this year the 
Commission for Health 

Improvement published a 
report criticising previous 
prescribing practices at the 
hospital. 

Ann Alexander, who 
represented hundreds of 
families in the Harold 
Shipman case, announced 
she would represent th~~’~’: 
Gosport War Memorial 
Hospital Action Group. This 
week she called for a full and 
proper investigation. 

’My younger brother asked 
doctors if Dad was going to 
die. They said that it was 
very unlikely.’ 

Mrs McKay visited her fa- 
ther at the hospital and told 

staff that if ever there was 
any change in his occas!on, 
no matter what tim~ of day 
or night, they should contact 
her. 

She said: ’We were with 

him at 4.45pm on April 26. He 
even asked me to put a bet on 
for him - he was fine, just his 
normal self. 

’My brother saw him at 
6pm and the last people who 
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saw him that day left at 9pm. 
’They had got there at 

7.30pro and said he had been 
moved to a little room. They 
said he looked dopey. We 
didn’t get any phone call 
about this. 

’We got a phone call at 
10.20am the following day and 
we got to the hospital at 
10.30am. He was unconscious 
and didn’t even know we 
were there. It was unbeliev- 
able. I kept asking if we 
should get the rest of the fam- 
ily in and was told not to by 
the staff. We got as many as 
we could anyway, but by lpm 
he was dead.’ 

Mrs McKay said: ’He was 
only 65 - this should never 
have happened.’ 

’Mum’s medication for heart condition was stopped’ 
BARNEY Page first raised 
concerns about his mother 
Eva Page’s death at Gosport 
War Memorial Hospital after 
reading about the deaths 
there in The News. 

Eva Page was 88 when she 
was transferred from Queen 

Mike McDermott 

Alexandra Hospital to the 
war memorial on February 27 
1998. 

She had been in QA for 
almost two weeks with 
depression, dementia, 
suspected cancer of the 
bronchus and heart disease. 

Mr Page, of Alverstoke, 
said: ’On arrival at the 
hospital she was given 
morphine and remained 
under its influence until she 
died on Dryad ward on March 
3. I was told that she had 
been in pain and that is why 

she was given the morphine. 
’But since getting her 

medical notes and studying 
them it clearly states that She 
was not and, worse still, all 
the normal medication for 
her heart condition had been 
stopped on her admission.’ Barney Page 

Submarines in 
the spotlight 
GOSPORT: Experimental 
submarines is the subject of 
this month’s talk at Explosion! 
Museum in Priddy’s Hard. 

Historical researcher Roger 
Cooke will talk about the 
conflict between naval 
firepower and coastal defence 
at 2pm on Sunday. 

Entry to the talk in the 
conference hall is free with a 
museum ticket or £2 per 
person on the door. 

For more information contact 
(023) 9250 5600 or visit 
www.explosion.org.uk 

Artist’s workshop 
SOUTHSEA: An artist who 
recently returned from painting 
the. Royal Marines in action in 
Afghanistan is holding a 
one-day workshop in Southsea. 

Enthusiasts can join 
LisS-based Gordon Rushmer at 
the Royal Marines Museum on 
November 23. 

Places cost £30. For more 
information about the workshop 
contact Jenny Bartlett on (023) 
9281 9385 (xt 243). 

Trees trimming 
HAMBLEDON: Two trees are 
to have their lower branches 
cut ba6k after council workers 
gave the go-ahead. 

Winchester City Council 
agreed to the trimming of a 
yew tree and a" lime tree at The 
Coach House in Vicarage 
Lane. 

Shops celebrate 
FAREHAM: The Mayor of 
Fareham will celebrate the 
50th anniversary of a chain of 
national charity shops in aid of 
disability at the Fareham 
branch. 

Councillor Pamela Bryant will 
cut a cake at Scope in West 
Street at 11.15am tomorrow. It 
is planned for cakes in shops 
nationally to be cut 
simultaneously. 

Expansion backed 
WATERLOOVILLE: 
Development plans at the 
Hampshire Rose pub in 
London Road have been given 
the green light by Havant 
Borough Council. 

The proposals include the 
building of an entrance lobby 
and a small extension to the 
dining area as well as the 
installation of play equipment. 

Luxury sunshine life in the house that jackpot built 
THE National Lottery winner who walked 
off with the jackpot twice in four months 
will soon be jetting to his new Tunisian 
island retreat. 

Mike McDermott of Gosport is splashing 
out and using his winnings to move to sun- 
nier climates with wife Helen. 

With the finishing touches being added to 
their luxury home on the deserted Kerken- 

by Sirkka Huish 
The News 

nah Islands, the couple are expected to be 
living a life of luxury by the new year. 

Mr McDermott stunned Camelot organis- 
ers when he won his second big cash prize 
of £121,157 with the .same line of numbers. 
He won £194,501 on the Lotto draw in June. 

After his second win, Mr McDermott 

said: ’I was ecstatic when I had discovered 
[ had won in June but this time I really am 

in disbelief.’ 
Experts say it was a one-in-400m chance 

that Mr McDermott’s winning line of 15, 16( 

18, 36, 49 and 28 would scoop him prizes of 

more than £100,000 twice in four months. 


