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INVESTIGATION: Bereaved relatives unhappy with thoroughness of police probe into concerns about community hospital 

Anger over deaths inquiry 
POLICE have now been by Richard Whitehouse          Richards to the Crown Prosecu- vant medical reports, nor inter- 

sent seven formal com- 
plaints about their investiga- 
tion into deaths at Gosport 
War Memorial Hospital. 

The accusations are from rela- 
tives who believed officers have 
not investigated thoroughly 
enough the deaths of elderly peo- 
ple at the hospital. 

The News revealed in April that 
five families were making formal 
complaints about the Hampshire 
force’s inquiry last year into the 
series of deaths but now the num- 

The News 

ber has risen by two. The saga 
began morethan a year ago with 
revelations that police were inves- 
tigating the death of Gladys Rich- 

ards, 91, from Lee-on-the-Solent. 
It followed complaints by her 

daughter Gillian Mackenzie about 

the standard of care she had re- 
ceived and levels of sedative drugs 
administered. That case led to 
around a dozen other relatives 
contacting police with similar con- 
cerns over deaths at the hospital. 

Police referred the case of Mrs 

tion Service but no grounds for 
court action were found. Police 
looked into other cases but decid- 
ed not to take them further. 

But it was that investigation 

that upset some of the relatives, 
who said it had not been thor- 
ough. Statements from the seven 
who have formally complained 
Will now be considered by senior 

officers, who will decide whether 
any action should be taken 
against officers involved in the 
original investigation. Families 
claim police did not read all rele- 

view all the relatives, when they 

looked into the cases. 
Some of the families have also 

sent files to the General Medical 
Council (GMC) for consideration. 

Portsmouth-based Chief Superin- 

tenclent Dan Clacher, who is lead- 
ing the investigation into the com- 
plaints against the police, was un- 
available for comment. 

On Wednesday next week health 
watchdog the Commission for 

Health Improvement (CHI) is due 
to publish the findings of its inves- 
tigation into the complaints. 


