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by Steve Bone
The News - :

RELATIVES of elderly people

who died at a Gosport hospital

vowed today they would not

rest untll they gel an admission
that high doses of drugs kifled
their loved ones.

They saild a watchdog’s admission

that it had not been able to contirm

whether levels of sedative and painkill

ing drugs had led to their deaths was
not good enough.
And they want local health chiefs or

police to take the investigation to a

satisfactory conclusion and confirm or
rule out their suspicions,

On Wednesday the Commission for
Health Improvement ralsed serious
concerns over the administering of

drugs at the hospital in fhe late 19908

and said procedures Zoverning care of
elderly patients were unsatisfactory,

Gillian Mackenzie, 68, whose com-

plamt over the death of her mother

Richards, 91, trom Lee-on-the So-

ked the inguiry, said relatives

folt theve was enoush evidence to sug
cest high doses of drugs led to deaths.

Health chiefs deny this, pointing o
2 police investication that did ot lead
to any criminal prosecutions and inde-
pendent probes by health bodies that
also failed to find clinieal failures

But Mrs Mackenzie sald:
mit was clearly not wide enough They
were not allowed to study documents 1
and other relatives wanted to show

them. If they were not allowed to 20

that far then someone else
should ”

‘CHl's ver

Campaigners hope police will redn

vesticate deaths atter looking into for
mal complaints they did not investizate
them properly inttially, But if they do
not, relatives insist they will battle on.
lan Piver, chiel executive of the
Farcham and Gosport Primary Care
Trust, which now runs the hospital

_said CHI did not have the power to
look into individual cases and ihat

could be why Ui could not pinpoiut rea-
sons for deaths,

 Asked whether someone should be
accountable for patient care sysiems
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put in place which were criticised In
the CHI report, he said many of the
systemns were o be found at hospitals
across the ceuntry

And he said in the case of lacany de-
vised systems that proved inadequate,
the important thing was that these

had been changed, ~
The General Medical Councﬂ and

Nursing and Midwifery Council are in-
vestigating mdwxdual doctors  and
nurses named in some of the com-
plaints and could demde 1o take c’hsm
plmary action.

Men hunted
as £1,000
lawnmowers

are Stolen

by Emsly Twa&mh
The News

TWO lawnmowers, together
worth  £1000, were stolen
{rom a garpge in Soberton
shortly after the owner met
1wWo suspicious men,

Richard Blackburn was ap-
proached by two men in a
white Hord Transit van and
asked i he wanted any gar-
dening work done,

They said they had already
asked the ‘lady of the honse’
but Myr Blackburn’s wife was
away. Mr Blackburn gaid no
but  was  suspicious and
phoned the police.

About 45 minutes later he
found two Honda lawnmow:
ers, worth £300 and £700, miss
ing from his garage,

The driver was in his 30s,
white, about 5t 6in and
stocky, with singer or blond
hair and Wore casual c10t11~
ing.

‘The passencer was white
25, to 30yearsold. The regis
tration of the van was P62
JEW. ,

The two men struck at
about 12.45 pm last Friday.

_ Information to Fareham po
lice on 0845 0454545,




