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Whitehall interest 
in hospital probe 
HEALTH ministers are keeping a close eye on 
the unfolding drama at the Gosport War Memo- 
rial Hospital, it emerged today. 

The Department of Health declines to com- 
ment ofl’mially on an investigation into the al- 
leged unlawful killing of an elderly patient at 
the hospital. 

But senior sources have revealed that the 
case is being monitored at the highest levels of 

the department.       FULL STORY ¯ Page 2 
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HOSPITAL INVESTIGATION: Alleged unlawful killing examined by ministers 
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The War Memorial Hospital at Gosport - at the hub of an unfolding drama after the death of a woman 

Suspicious death is 
under microscope 
by Brian Brady 
The News 

HEALTH ministers are 
keeping a close eye 
on the unfolding dra- 
ma at the Gosport 
War Memorial Hospi- 
tal, it emerged today. 

The Department of 
Health is refusing to com- 
ment officially on an inves- 
tigation into the alleged un- 
lawful killing of an elderly 
patient at the hospital until 
the Crown Prosecution Ser- 
vice has completed its find- 
ings. 

But senior sources dis- 
closed the case is being 
tracked at the highest lev- 
els - and has already been 
brought to the attention of 
health secretary Alan Mll- 
burn’s office. 

The News revealed yester- 
day that the case centres 
on care the 91-year-old 

woman received at the hos- 
pital days before she died 
there in August 1998. The 
police investigation was 
launched after a complaint 
by her family. 

Doll officials are keen to 
avoid comments which 
could be seen as prejudic- 
ing the probe. 

But a source told The 
News: ’The department is 
keeping a very tight watch- 
ing brief on this, to see the 
outcome of the CPS investi- 
gation. 

’If action needs to be tak- 
en as a result of the investi- 
gation they will not hesi- 
tate to do that.’ 

Detectives working on 
the inquiry have inter- 
viewed a number of medi- 
cal personnel at the hospi- 
tal. They say no-one was ar- 
rested or questioned under 
caution. 

Lawyers are now decid- 
ing whether there is suffi- 
cient evidence to pursue a 
prosecution for alleged un- 
lawful killing. 

If the go-ahead is given 
the deaths of as many as 
600 elderly people could be 
re-examined. 

A spokesman for Mr Mil- 
burn insisted that the inves- 
tigation had to be allowed 
to run its course. 

He said: ’This case is be- 
ing investigated by the CPS 
so there is nothing further 
we can say about it at this 
time. 

’Once they have told us 
what they intend to do, we 
will be able to say more.’ 


