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Rnd 
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our great 

Springtime Gardens 
Cruise from Tilbury 
on board MS Marco Polo 
Departs 23 April 2011 

This fantastic value cruise gives you the chance to enjoy classic cruisin8 on 
board Marco Polo and opportunities to take in some wonderful garden scenery. 

includes ¯ 6 nights’ full board accommodation on board Marco Polo based on 2 
people sharing a twin cabin s Entertainment whilst on hoard ¯ Fascinating ports 
of calls; Rouen (Normandy), St Peter Port 
(Guernsey), St Mary’s (Sci][y Isles) ......... 
¯ Fares exclude gratuities 

MPH featuring TOp Gear Live 
The PreslJge & Performance Motor Show 
at Earls Court, London - Departs 5 Nov 2010 

Top Gear Live is returning with another brand new, action packed and 
explosive show for 20]0. 

Includes s Return coach travel ¯ One night’s 8&B at a good qua]ity hotel in 
the Greater London area ¯ A Silver Ticket to MPH The Prestige & Performance 
Motor Show including a General seat at Top Gear Live at Earls Court, London. 
Also includes official show guide ¯ Free time for shopping and sightseeing in 
Central London on Day One ¯ Coach transfers from your hotel to the venue 

on Day Two ¯ The services of a Tour ~__ 
Manager 

Paris & Versailles 
via the Channel Tunnel 
Departs 5 November 2010 

Visit the vibrant French capital in the Autumn with an included visit to 
Versailles, home to the most stunning Palace (with its fabulously just- 
restored Hall of Mirrors) and Gardens and experience the travel sensation of 
our time - the Channel Tunnel, which whisks you from England to France in 
less than half an hour 

services of a Tour Manager ] 
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Outcry as GP 
Lawyer criticises 
authorities in case 
of Gosport War 
Memorial Hospital 
by MICHAEL POWELL 

michael.powell@thenews.co.uk 

THE lawyer for families of patients 
who died at Gosport War Memo- 
rial Hospital has criticised police 
and prosecutors for not bringing 
charges against a GP. 

John White said the authorities 
had not looked hard enough in to 
the case and accused them of sweep- 
ing it under the carpet¯ 

His comments came as the Crown 
Prosecution Service yesterday 
revealed it would not pursue any 
criminal charges against retired 
Dr Jane Barton in relation to 
the deaths of 10 elderly patients 
between 1990 and 2002. 

Mr White, who acts on 
behalf of some of the families, 
said: ’Between the police and 
CPS, they have not looked 
hard enough. 

’There appears to be an 
unwillingness to get 
the evidence. 

’If you don’t look, 
you won’t find it. 

’I’m    pretty 
shocked    and 
disappointed 
with the CPS, 
with the lack of 
tenacitythey’ve 
shown. 

’It’s very 
disappoint- 
ing these 
families 
have been 
dealt with 
in    this 
way.’ 

A n 
inquest 
into the 
deaths 
last year 
found drugs 
prescribed by 
the Gosport GP contrib- 
uted to the deaths of five 
patients. 

Earlier this year, a 
General Medical Council 
panel found Dr Barton 

DEATH CASE Above, Gosport War Memorial 

guilty of 
multiple 

instances 
of serious 

professional 
misconduct 
relating to 
12 patients 

who died at the 
Gosport    War 
Memorial hospi- 
tal. 

It prompted 
police to review 
the case - using 
transcripts of 
the inquest and 

GMC hearing to establish any new 
evidence. 

Families of the patients, some of 
whom have been campaigning for 
two decades, hoped it would lead to 
a criminal prosecution, 

But the CPS has decided there 
was not enough solid evidence m 
order to charge Dr Barton. 

In a 32-page letter to the families, 
which has been seen by The News, 
Paul Close of the special crime 
division of the CPS, wrote: ’Having 
given careful consideration to the 
new material, it remains my view 

that the evidence is insufficient 
to provide a realistic prospect of 
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faces no charges 

Hospital, and left, Jane Barton. Inset, John White 

conviction for an offence of 
gross negligence manslaughter 
against Dr Barton in respect of 
the ten deaths I have reviewed.’ 

The decision saw Hampshire 
Constabulary close its case on 
Dr Barton. 

Assistant Chief Constable 
David Pryde said: ’We under- 
stand that this may not be the 
outcome families were hoping 
for, but I would like to reassure 
them and the general public that 
every investigative opportunity 
has been fully explored.’ 

Mr White said: ’The authori- 
ties are trying to sweep it under 

the carpet. I think because it 
would reflect badly on their 
failure to get to grips with it 
much earlier. 

’My personal opinion is it is 
crying out for a public inquiry. 

’If prosecution authorities are 
unwilling to act, it moves in to 
the political realm. 

’If the CPS and the police think 
this is the end of it they are very 
much mistaken.’ 

A spokeswoman for CPS said: 
’We can only look at evidence 
that the police passes to us.’ 

Dr Barton refused to comment 
when approached by The News. 

Between the police and the 
CPS they have not looked 
hard enough 

Lawyer John White 
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Blooming 
businesses 

19 

can sponsor 
roundabout 
BUSINESSES are being 
invited to sponsor a promi- 
nent roundabout. 

The opportunity has come 
up to sponsor the busy round- 
about in Newgate Lane, near 
HMS Collingwood in Fareham, 
at £3,500 per year. 

This covers the full plant- 
ing and maintenance of the 
roundabout with a variety of 
floral displays throughout the 
year. 

The scheme is open to 
either sole or dual sponsor- 
ship with each company given 
the chance to place signs on 
the roundabout promoting 
their business in support of 
Fareham in Bloom. 

Councillor Connie Hockley, 
who is in charge of communi- 
ty matters, said: ’This scheme 
benefits the local community 
and gives us an opportunity 
to work in partnership with 
local business, with the added 
benefit of supporting our 
award-winning Fareham in 
Bloom campaign.’ 

Anyone interested should 
contact Farehan~ Borough 
Council’s horticultural devel- 
opment officer, Matt Wake- 
field, on 01329 824543 or e-mail 
him on mwakefield@fareham. 
gov.uk 

Step up for run 
to aid hospice 
A CHILDREN’S hospice is 
calling on athletic volunteers 
to help it raise cash. 

Naomi-House has eight 
places remaining for runners 
to come forward as fundrais- 
ers in the Great South Run. 

The charity has reserved 25 
places and is calling on volun- 
teers to put their best foot 
forward and agree to take up 
the remaining spots. 

Entry is £35, which needs 
to be paid before places are 
confirmed. 

Each runner is then asked 
to set themselves a fundrais- 
ing target of £500. 

The charity aims to beat the 
£17,000 raised in 2009. 

The 10-mile run takes place 
on Sunday, October 24 in 
Southsea. 

To register a place on the 
run contact Verity Groom on 
01962 843513 or email or email 
verity.groom@naomihouse. 
org.uk. 


