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ALLIED HEALTH PROFESSIONAL STRUCTURES 

Allied health professionals are a group of staff including 

occupational therapists,    dieticians,    speech and language 

therapists and physiotherapists. The occupational therapy 

structure is in transition from a traditional site based 

service to a defined clinical specialty service (such as stroke 

rehabilitation) in the locality. Staff explained that this 

system enables the use of specialist clinical skills and 

ensures continuity of care of patients, as one occupational 

therapist follows the patient throughout hospital admission(s) 

and at home. Occupational therapists talking to CHI described a 

good supervision structure, with supervision contracts and 

performance development plans in place. 

Physiotherapy services are based within the hospital. The 

physiotherapy team sees patients from admission right through 

to home treatment. Physiotherapists described good levels of 

training and supervision and involvement in Daedalus ward’s 

multidisciplinary team meetings. 

Speech and language therapists also reported participation in 
multidisciplinary team meetings on Daedalus ward. Examples were 
given    to    CHI    of well    developed    in    service    training 
opportunities and professional development, such as discussion 
groups and clinical observation groups. 
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