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UK Apology over hospital death 
England Police watchdogs have 

Northern :Ireland apologised for their 
Scotland handling of concerns over a 

Politics killing at a hospital 
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criticised the hospita in 2002 

Six people complained in 2002 
about an investigation by 
Hampshire Police into care at 
Gosport War Memorial 
Hospital. 
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The Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC) 
inherited the case from the Police Complaints Authority when 
it was set up on :[ April 2004. 

The IPCC has admitted there were problems with the case’s 
hand}ing. 
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IPCC deputy chair John Wadham said: "The usual high 
standards that the commission has set itself have not been 
applied in this case and I wish to publicly apologise to the 
complainants for that. 

~ We will assure the 

complainants that the :IPCC 

with their complaints 

John Wadham, IPCC deputy chair 

"There have been a number of 
problems with the way that 
this case has been handled, 
not least the unacceptable 
length of time it has taken. 
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"]: have also today offered to meet all the complainants. 

"We will assure the complainants that the IPCC will now 

move quickly to dea! with their complaints " 

Government inspectors strongly criticised Gosport War 
Memorial Hospital in 2002 in a review of services prompted 
by complaints from the families of nine patients who died at 
the hospital, 

Mistreatment claim 

The report, published by the Commission for Health 
Improvement, criticised Portsmouth Healthcare NHS Trust - 
the authority which ran the hospital until April that year - for 
excessive use of pain-relieving and sedative drugs. 

A police investigation was launched into allegations of 
unlawful killing, particularly in the case of 91-yeaPold Gladys 
Richards, whose daughter, Gillian Mackenzie, claimed she 
died as a result of mistreatment at the hospital. 

Hampshire Police conducted two investi~jations, the first of 
which is the subject of the complaints to the IPCC 

The second investigation has seen files passed to the Crown 
Prosecution Service. 
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