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Gosport.h .ospit.al  deaths t 
get public inquiry at last 
Ten::: ears after a ’death audit’ was triggei’ d by claims of opiate overuse, ministers are set t, 

By Nina Lakhani 

An independent inquiry into the 
deaths of dozens of elderly patients 
given "life-shortening" powerful 
painkillers at a Hampshire hospital 
will be announced by ministers 
within weeks. 

The inquirywill address the find- 
ings of a damning audit into deaths 
at Gosport War Memorial Hospital 
published last month, a senior gov- 
ernment figure told TheIndependent 
on Sunday. 

The audit by Professor Richard 
Baker, a patient safety expert from 
the University of Leicester who 
also worked on the Harold Shipman 
inquiry, found morphine and other 
powerful sedatives were routinely 
prescribed to elderly patients in 
Gosport between 1988 and 2000, 
even if they were not in pain. 

A"remarkably high" proportion 
of patients were given opiate injec- 
tions before death,~the Baker report. 
states. The "routine" use of these 
powerful drugs "almost certainly 
shortened the lives of some pa- 
tients", some of whom might have 
survived their illness and been 
"discharged from hospital alive".. 

Professor Baker’s recommenda- 
tions included investigations into 
individual deaths, and a study of 
shift patterns to ascertain whether 
deaths were linked to particular 
nurses and doctors. 

’ Serious concems about the liberal 
use of opiates among elderly 
patients at Gosport were first 
reported by nurses in 1991, but con- 
tinued for another decade. 
Complaints from families in 1998 
eventually led to three police invest- 
igations, 11belated inquests and a 
professional misconduct hearing. 

The Baker report was suppressed 
by the Department of Health for 
almost 10 years on the grounds that 
it could interfere with these pro- 
ceedings. The report has reignited 
families’ Galls for an independent 
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’I’m exploring options 
for howwe can 
establish all the facts’ 
NORMAN LAMB MP       , 
Minister for Care and Support 

’Why was crucial 
evidence not allowed 
atthe inquests?’ 
ili1.1.1111 
Daughter of Gladys Richards, who died in 1998 

inquiry into the deaths and subse- 
quent"flawed" investigations which 
were mired by delays. 

The senior source said an inquiry 
should also examine confidential 
documents held by the police, Crown 
Prosecution Service, NHS and gov- 
ernment departments, so relatives’ 
outstanding questions and cover-up 
allegations could be addressed. 

At least two forensic medical ex- 
perts who investigated the deaths 
on behalf of Hampshire Police a 
decade ago have spoken to govern- 
ment officials in recent weeks. 

Norman Lamb, Minister for Care 
and Support, who in opposition cam- 
paigned for a Shipman-style public 
inquiry into the Gosport deaths in 
this newspaper, said in a statement 
yesterday: "I am exploring options 
for how we can establish all the facts 
in relation to this scandal. I am deep- 
ly concerned by the findings offthe 
Baker report?’ He added: "I am also 
conscious that a lot of documents 
remain unpublished. I want openness 
so we can establish all of the facts?’ 
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